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Mr. RAPHAEL: Well my friend has four
Jjobs while T have but two, so whatever tax-
ation I may have to pay [ shall have the
satisfaction of knowing that he has to pay on
all four of his jobs. Has the hon, gentle-
man given consideration to those thousands
of men who were turned out of the railway
service by the eoalition Government during
their regime? Would the bon. member
support a resolution that ecvtain of those
men have to be put on a Jower wage in
order to make up for that deficit? His idea
is only for increased taxation. How many
members on that side who so ably walked
across the floor to support him in his
amendment will support him in his new
taxation scheme? I think he would be a
heacon light for those members to zaze
upon, bnt I feel alse that he wonld he
gazed upon with apathy by those members.
Would the member for Subiaco (Mrs, Car-
dell-Qliver) raise her voice in support of
taxation to give the kiddies an extra pint
of milk per day?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Decidedly.

Mr. RAPHAEL: There was another pro-
posal put up to the hon. member, who so
ably went before the unemployed for their
votes, but she was not so keen about that,
she said she would give it consideration. I
say definitely that the hon. member, if she
was sincere in her talk of how she wanted
to assist the uwnemployed she should have
made up her mind about the second plan
also. I do not intend to labour the ques-
tion any longer, for I will have opportun-
ity on the main Address-in-reply debate to
speak my mind more fully but I do hope
that we on this side shall let it be defin-
itely known where we stand, that we are
four square behind the Government and
are going to give that Government the
chance to function, just as the people gave
them a mandate to function. I hope that
the Opposition will not be given opporiun-
ity to take contro] of the Treasury benches.
We have been given a mandate from the
people and we are going to earry oui that
mandate for the next three years. I hope
that when the 5th Oetober arrives, not
only will members opposite be satisfied, but
even the member for West Perth will also
be satisfied with the improved eonditions
that will be forthcoming, so far as the
-Government can find the money.
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Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. - .. 15
Noes 22
Majority against .. ‘. T
AYEs.
Mr. Brockroon Mr. North
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Sampson
Mr. Hill Mr. Shearan
Mr. Hughey Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr, heeuun Mr, Thorp
Mr., latham Mr, Warner
Mr. MeDonald tlr, Douey
Mr. McLarty {Teller.)
NOEE.
Mr, Coverley Mr. Needham
Mr, Cross Mr. Nulscu
Mr. Doust Mr. Raphael
Me. Fox Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sleeman
Mr. lHlegney Mr, Siyaots
Miss Holmun Mr, Toakin
Mr. Johnson Mr. Troy
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wiza
Mr. Marshall Mr. Withers
Mz Munsie Mr. Wilson
(Teller.}
PAIR.
AYFS, Noes.
Mpr, Btubbs Mr. Collier
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Millington
Mr. Patrick Mr. Willcock

Amendment thus negatived.

On motion by Mr, Sampson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjorrned at 11.2 p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 2nd September, 1936.
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The SPEAKER. took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—IRON IMFPORTS.

Mr. NULSEN asked the Premier: How
many tons of iron were imported into West-
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ern Australia during the 12 months ended
30th June, 1936, from—(a) Eastern States;
{b) overseas?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the
Premier) replied: Quantities of iron and
steel imported during the vear ended 30th
June, 1936, were as shown herennder:—

From other
Commonwealth From

States.  Overseas,

Tons. Tons.
Pig and serap iron 2,232 334
Ingots, bloowms, ete. .. 228 —
Angles, tees, bar, rod, ete. 9,133 790
Plate and sheet (includ-
ing galvanised) .. 17,798 4,174
Structural iron and stcel 3,068 292

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, PERMANENT
WAY MATERIJIAL.

Mr. NULSEN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: How many tons of railway permanent
way material, and its value, are purchased
on the average in normal years?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: During the
five years ended 30th June, 1936, two pur-
ehases of rails and fishplates were made, as
under :—October, 1933: 3,815 tons—£45,495;
Jannary, 1935: 2,215 tons—£25,426; Total:
6,030 tons—£70,921; Average per year:
1,206 tons—£14,184,

QUESTIONS (2)—GROUP
SETTLEMENTS.

Case of Couldridge.

Ar. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Tands: 1, Is it a fact that Groupie Coul-
dridge, who was recently evicted from his
holding, grew a ecrop of tobacco leaf for
which he received a sum of approximately
£250? 2, What portion, if any, of that
amount did the Agricultural Bank take from
Couldridge in satisfaction of their account
with him?

The MINISTER FOR [LANDS replied:
1, 1932—nett return from tobaeco, £97 19
1d.; taken by Agricultural Bank, mif. 1933
—nett return from tobacce, £49 18s. 7d.;
taken by Agrienltural Bank, £9 18, 7d. 2,
Answered by No. L.

o
Areq Held by Michelides, Ltd.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What area of land, originally
held and used for group settlement in the
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Manjimup district, s now in pessession of
Michelides Ltd., tobacco munutacturers, of
[Perth? 2, If any are so held, what is the
arca held on Jeasehold or freehold?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, 213 acres 3 roods 3 perches—now in
course of transfer. 2, The whole of the area
is freehold.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE GAOL,
YOUNG PRISONERS.

My, NORTH asked the Minister Ffor
Justice: 1, Ave there any persous serving
sentences in Fremantle gaol under 21 years
of age? 2, 1f so, how many?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the Min-
ister for Justice} replied: 1, Yes. 2, 13
persons.

REPORT—STANDING ORDERS
COMMITTEE,

Mr. SLEEMAN (Fremantle} brought up
the report of the Standing Orders Com-
mittee, showing that certain amendments
had been made to the Standing Orders.

On motion by Mr. Sleeman, report re-
ceived and read, and ordered to be printed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.38]: I desire
first of all to refer to a matter which is
outside the control of the Government,
but is of great importance to this State,
namely the recent deecision of the Privy
Council in respect to dried fruits and
other ecommodities. In company with
the majority of members, and possibly the
majority of residents of the State, T am
exceedingly sorry that the appeal was sue-
cessful. We know that bhecause of the eon-
trel which apparently existed, or was tem-
porarily operated upon, in connection with
dried fruits, those whe were producing such
commodities were enabled to earn a living
which, if not ample, was sufficient for the
maintenance of the industry. As there are
many returned men and other small farmers
enzaged in the industry, T hope it will be
possible for the Federal Government to
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decide to take a vote of the people on this
matter. It has been said that a majority
caunot he obtained. If the necessary ma-
Jority eannot he obtained, I am very doubt-
ful eoncerning the future of the industry.
Qur dried fruits are of such a high-grade
quality and enjoy such a splendid reputa-
tion wherever they are used, that T hope
it will be possible Tur an amendment to
HBection 92 of the Censtitntion Aet to be
brought abonf. Owing to the ahsence of
the essentinl legislation there is very great
anxiety abroad, and we see the spectacle
of eountry people stewldily trickling into
the eities. The position i1s a very bad one.
On the production of the country, the cities,
indeed the Commoenwealth, muost depend. 1t
i~ highly important that consideration
be given to those who are engaged in this
indnstry.  The statement  that  eitizens
would not provide the neeessary majority
may or iay net be true. If they do not
provide the necessavy majority to earry
the amendwment, and it is found impossible
to sceure an cificient amendment or other
legislation to overcome the difficulty, the
Commonweatth ns a whole  will  suffer
greatly, 1 could 1€ T wished, refer at Jength
to the eonsideration given to different sce-
tions of various growers in Queensland, but
that is well known to members. The dried
rruits industry is deserving of considera-
tion. In faet, it is cssential that considera-
tion, that will enable a living to be made by
those engagued in it, should be given. Late
in last year a serious calamity befell a large
number of settlers in the Bickley Valley.
This is an old story. 1 have heen grieved
and disappointed that the Government have
apparently been quite indifferent to the
results of the storm which affected the
«listriet, and the grave difficultics which
the growers faced and are still facing to-
day. Some of them have been supplied
with tunds to provide for sustenance. Many
of them have been very hardly hit. If,
after a visit to the distriet by Mr. Gregory,
AMH.R, and certain members of another
plaee, the State Government had excreised
a little practical sympathy towards the
growers, 1 think the Federal Govermment
might have been, and probably would have
been, induced to assist those unfortunate
people. It has been pointed out to me what
happened at Broome. T am entirely in
sympathy with the Broome people, and T
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heartily commend the Government for hav-
ing stood by those who were so badly hit.
Not only were the people injured in respect
of their equipment, boats and so forth in
connection with the pearl fishing industry,
but, worse than that, many lives were lost.
In wy opinion the Government did wisely,
und acted as o henelicent Government should
act, when they extended that consideration
to the Brovme pearl lishers. The Federal
Government, following the lead of the
State, also did well. The Bickley case, it
may be said, is not analoguus to that of
Broome; but in the sum totnl of human
sufforing it was very much like the Broome
calamity. Certainly, no lives were lost at
Bickley; but those engaged in orehard work
in that distriet have been deprived of the
fruits of their labour for some time, and
that position will continue for a while.
T cannot understand why it is that the
State Government, who must be folly seized
of the position—it has been ventilated in
this Chainber on various oceasions—are
appavenily immovable in respect ol prae-
tical help.  The people of the State most
generousiy subseribed to a fund which was
opened a day or two after the storm, fol-
lowing whieh assistance, the l.otteries Com-
mission were good enough to provide two
grants.  Later, a distress Tund having been
formed, the Lotterics Commission were
aguin approached, and on this third ocea-
sion also made o grant. On the first two
oceasions the amomnt provided was rea-
sonzthly substantial: on the third oceasion,
however, it was an amount of £20. I hope
the lotteries Commission may consider the
matter further. An awount of £20, of
course, is ridieulously inadequate to the re-
guirements. Iff there was justifieation for
a grant, then of course there was justifica-
tion for a grant something like approagh-
ing adequacy, ov at all events a grant which
would enable those settlers to continue for
some time without fear of lack of food.
It has been said that it the scttlers are
suffering so badly, it is a case for susten-
ance; hut T eannot imagine any Minister of
the Crown looking on that suggestion with
favour. If those men leave their orchards
and go out to work for sustenance, or in-
decd in any other employment, it will be
a long while before those orchards come
back. In fact, an orchard neglected be-
comes, in place of an asset, a heavy lia-
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biliey. I am sorry the MAeting Treasuver
is not in the Chamber at the mowment, be-
canse this subjeet is one which has a
deeper and wider significance than even
the Bickley disaster, grave as it was. If
our citizens ave to lack help at a time of
grave need, as in the case of Bickley—well,
good-bye to that respect for government
which otherwis¢ it wounld deserve. Many
of the Bickley settlers deserve and need
the help which a grant would give. 1f that
grant had been provided by the Staie
Government, most likely we would have
had some help from the Federal Govern-
went.  But we eoulid not expeet the Com-
monwealth to take the initiative. It was
surely an obligation on the State Govern-
ment to do what was essential, and thereby,
having full lucal hnowledge of the subject
and having provided a grant, show that the
Federal Ciovernment conld with every jus-
titication, as in the case of Broome, assist.
1 do not wish to labour the matter, al-
though it is one that T conld talk ahont
considerably more than I have done. The
practieal indifference. the actual non-action,
of the State Government as regards assist-
ing the Bickley settlers, in my opinion, calls
for reconsideration. T am hoping that the
new Treasurer. so soon as he is thoroughly
convaleseent and has taken up his duties,
will be good enough to review it. There
is every justification for this matter to
be reconsidered and for action to be taken
upon it. I eannot understand why a Min-
istry whieh looks with sympathy on the
one ease should be so immune to argument,
and to the plicht of the sufferers, in the
other. The ““West Australian'’ put up a
splendid report of the Bickley disaster, il-
lustrated hy photographs, which of eourse
showed that the difficulties of the settlers
could not be guestioned. Many fruit trees
were nprooted, and the storm was so severe
that nombers of native trees evem were
broken down. The sufferers have been
withont marketable fruit ever since, and I
understand that position will eontinue for
at least another 12 months, A small grant
has been requested, an amount of £2,000;
and, since that seemed to be impossible,
£1,000 has been asked for. If that =um
were provided, it would be an un-
answerable argumnent to the Federal Gov-
ernment. T want inv work in this Chamber,
s i eonneetion with my representation of
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the Swan electorate, to continue without loss
of respect for government: and 1 do ask
that the Bickley settlers may even at this
late hour reeeive consideration.  In Eact,
their needs to-dav are greater thun ‘bas been
the ease hitherto, because up to date they
have had no wmarketable refurns following
the damage from the storm. I shall take an
opporfunity to bring the matter forward
again on the discussion of the Agricultural
Estimates, or possibly in conneetion with
the Treaswry Fstimates, by which time 1 sin-
cerely hope the Premier will have recovered
and have given his consideration, and I trust
approval, to the provision of a sum for those
who have suffered so heavily.  Another sub-
joet which has frequently been mentioned
here is in respect of railway crossings. 1
am aware that notices have been erected at
sotie crossings, but T question whether they
are  sufliciently effective to do what is
e~sential. There are warning siwns in Jewell-
street, at Maddington crossing, and possibly
at. other erossings; but I think an error has
heen made in erecting them in sueh close
proximity to the vailway. Tt my judgment
ol distance is accurale, the warning signs
are only ahout half a chain distant from the
raitway line. The modern motor car moves
with rapidity, and a distanee of half a
chain

Mr. Withers: Your distance 15 wrong. 1t
is nearer two chains.

Alre. SAMPSON: I was looking at the
warning sign at Jewell-strect last night, and
I thonght the distance was about half a
chain.

Mr. Warner: You must have been travel-
ling fast.

Mr. SAMPSON: Perhaps I was. Tn any
case T think the warning signs are erected
ton close to the railway. I am thankful for
what has heen done, but the protection is
quite insuflicient. T do not understand why
a Ministry fortnnate enough to close the
vear with a surplus, of which cireumstance
they must have had some knowledge or ad-
vice prior to the actual c¢lose of the financial
vear, have not taken up this work and done
it in a thoroughly efficient way. In South
Australia for instance—one of the hard-
striving States of the Commonwealth: I
dare say the State in which the most rigid
ecgnomy is practised and where the people
are most economical—thex do not risk the
lives of their citizens on main road erossings,
It has been stated that there are dangerous
crossings ont in the eountry in South Aus-
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tralia; but even these are being amended.
When [ was in South Australia three weeks
ago, I examined, and took photographs of,
a crossing at a siding near Wilunga, called
Hackhan. The road previously rvan over the
railway line, and many aecidents, involving
a number of deaths, oceurred there; but
some while ago the road, which passed
divectly over the railway line, was turned at
right angles so as to run for a few chains
parallel with the railway and then eross if.
That, of course, is the case on hoth sides of
the railway. The resuli is that speeding
motorists are of necessity required to steady
down when reaching the proximity of this
turning, and thus no additional lives have
sinece been lost.

Mr. Warner: Have all frees been cleared
from along the railway line?

Mr. SAMPSON: There are no trees as
one approaches the line at that spot. Tf the
Gavernment, in spite of their surplus of
£85,000 and their desire to spend £84,000
unnecessarily on trolley buses at Claremont,
are so hard-pressed for funds, then, pre-
sumably, what is being done must be
accepted as all that the Government are pre-
pared to do. 13ut people from country dis-
tricts far beyond the Swan who have not an
intimate knowledge of the Maddington
erossing, for instance, are still in dire
danger. I regret that the Acting Premier
is not present, because, as I have said on a
previous oceasion, following a smoke social
some time since, we very nearly came in con-
flict with a train at the Maddington
crossing. Had we done so, the loss of two
members of this House might have induced
the Minister for Railways to nrge sufficiently
on the Treasurer the need for n subway.

Mr. Withers: I a couple of politicians
were Lo be killed there, it might be a good
thing to leave things as they are.

Mr. SAMPSON: I admit that in certain
instances that might be regarded as well
justiied. 1 do not desire the residents of
Bunbury and Collie or any other centre to
be subject to these dangers. Recently quite
a number of country residents were killed
in one accident, and the danger should not
be permitted to continue. The same condi-
tions obtain at Bellevue. Every one knows
of the dangerous crossing there, and it is
scandalous to think that our cifizens are
not sfforded better and more effective pro-
tection in conmection with our railway
crossings. Another railway matter that

[ASSEMBLY.]

cries aloud for amendment is the miserably
inadequate headlights on locomotives. [
have referred to this previously, and T be-
lieve I was responsible for the previons
Government installing a number of elec-
trically lit headlamps on some of the heavier
engines, but I can assure members the
position would be equally dangerous if they
were struck by one of the lighter fypes
that can move quite quickly.

The Minister for Mines: I would not care
to attempt to stop any one of the engines.

Mr. SAMPSON: The position is so dif-
fienlt that at times I believe railway driv-
ers themselves—I do not blame them, he-
cause they cannot help it—irun into other
trains. ‘

Hen, C. G. Latham: One of their own
engineers did that.

Mr. SAMPSON: How ecan they avoid
doing it? When some of these trains
hauled by engines with miserably inade-
gquate kerosene headlamps are approaching
crossings, it is necessary for a motorist to
sweep the beam from a strong poeket torch
on both sides of the crossing before he can
determine whether or not a train is in the
vieinity. The present position is scanda-
lons., I wonder the railway men do not
protest vigorously against it.

Mr. Hegney: What kind of a protest 1s
a ‘‘vigorous protest’’?

Mr. SAMPSON: One that is intelligent,
the motive actuating whieh is a sineere de-
sire to clean up the exisiing unsatisfactory
position. I believe the member for Middle
Swan (Mr. Hegney) was himself a railway
man.

Mr. Hegney: No.

Mr. Withers: The proposition you sug-
2est has been put up to the railway author-
ities for the past 30 years.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Government can
finish up the financial year with a surplus
of £84,000 and intend to spend a similar
amount in providing trolley buses for a
route where private buses do the job to-
day, and yet are content to econtinue to
wreck the nerves of the engine drivers and
kill off the citizens of the State.

Hon, C. G. Latham: You said they were
slow moving.

Mr. SAMPSON: Undoubtedly the Gov-
ernment are slow moving, but occasionally
the trains do move rapidly, and that is
when the danger is greatest. The railway
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crossings are deeidedly dangerous. | woull
like the Minister for Kaiiways to make
greater use of his car and take regular runs
that would invelve crossing the railway
lines a few times. The mere flicker of light
that comes from the headlights on engines
is mostly a pale smudge. It is impossible
for the engine drivers ta see what is ahead
with the use of keroscne headlights, nor ave
those lights suflicicnt to enable the users
of our roads to know that a railway engine
is approaching a crossing. T believe that
on  oceasions these wiserable  kerosene
lamps have beeome extinguished, and the
drivers have to put a light ut the rear end
of the locomotives to overcome the diffi-
culty. The whole thing wonld be ludicrous
if it were not so serious.

AMyr. Thorn: The drivers do not know if
the headlight is burming.

Mr. SAMPSON: Thev eannot possibly
know. The light from those lamps would
not pierce the darkness for five yards.

Mr. Withers: T used them for 25 years,
and did not have an eclectrie light on my
engine at all.

AMr. SAMPPSON: And the hon. member
kuew cnough to get out of the railway ser-
viee before his nerves gave way entively.
They did not lave kerosene lamps in the
days of Methuselah, but Governments, ¢ven
in those davs, did not turn loose their jug-
cernants, the effect of which would eaunse
an increased number of deaths. At Tad-
dington the depariment have taken sonie
action. They put white lines aeross ‘be
road. We all know how difficult it is to
see the road, particularly on a wet night,
and presamably the motor drivers wera
to be struck with amazement on seeing the
white lines, and would then pul! up! People
who drive motor cars do nob always focus
their attention on the road and could mot
therefore always be depended upon to piek
up the white lines. Another brilliant ides
wag the installation of ecats’ eyes. If
trains had been used in the days of Noah,
that is the sort of thing that would have
been done. The Bellevue crossing is also
exceedingly dangerous. while there is an-
other at Jewell-street in Fast Perth. T
warn the Government that if they do not
attend to the Jewell-street erossing in par-
ticular, we shall witness another full-dress
yehearsal by the member for East Perth
(Mr. Haghes) of fully-justified eriticism of
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the Government. [ certainly hope that
these atters will be attended to. Effi-
cient protection for those who use the roads
is essentinl, 1’eople have to put up with
a great deal, and that applies to the engine-
drivers as well, Great sacrifices are being
wade 1o enable the railway system to pay
its way, but there is no justifieation for
the continged lack of interest, care or can-
tion with regard to crossings where trains
pass over onr main or arterial roads. 1
do not urge special proteetive provisions
in respect of other raibway erossings, be-
catse aceidents do not oecur there. The
people o the  loealities converned have
sullicient  knowledge of the position 1¢

watelh  out  for  approaching  trains.
Strangers  are  those  who  are  being
done  to  death. When  the Minister
for  Agriculture eseorts szome  of  his

friends from Carnarven on a tour of the
metropolitan area, they may be struek Ly
the wondertul magnificence of Perth and
while being inspired with sowme of the Min-
ister’s lofty ideals, they may enjoy a run
through Armadale, 8hould such an oxeur-
sion he nndertaken, the Minister may find
himselt a purty to the death of some of
his friends. However, 1 do not wani to
deal with this sulbject flippantly, but T de-
sire to stress the need thal exists for action
by the Gevernment. There is neither vir-
tue nor eredit in a surplus when the warn-
ings I have given so many times go com-
paratively unheeded. I do not regard mere
warning signs and strips of white paint
across the road as sufficient protection for
motorists and others. Leaving that mat-
ter, I desive to aeknowledge an error I
made when speaking at a deputation trat
waited on the Transport Board regarding
the convevance of honey. I informed the
board that a member of the deputation had
told me he bad discussed a certain matter
with the Minister for Agricultare, who had
assured him that he was in favour of what
was desired, namely, that in addition to the
right to transport bees to follow the nee-
tar and to bring back the resultant honey
to the elarifying depot, it should be taken
by motor truek fo the distributing depot.
I acknowledge T was wrongly informed. I
assure the Minister T made the statement
in good faith. Ilaving made that acknow-
ledgment of my error, I want to follow it
up by saying that, in my opinion, it would
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be wrong indeed to refuse the request of
the deputation whieh was that they should
have the right not only to take their bees
o a district where nectar was available, and
bring baek the honey to the elarifying and
bottling depot, but also to transport it io
Perth, 1f, for instance, it is regarded as
essential that honey shall be sent by train,
it will ultimately mean that the elaritying,
bottling and canning of the honey will be
done in Perth. I know the Minister does
not want that, and I certainly hope tha
Transport Board will give further consid-
eration to this matter, and allow honey
which, in my opinion, is a perishable pro-
duct, to be transported in aceordance with
the desire of the deputation. The heekeep-
ers have an cxceedingly difficult joby to per-
form. A very old member of the Beekeep-
ers’ Association wrote to me to-day asking
me to refer {o the market reports in the
““West  Australian’ of Saturday last,
wherein it was recorded that the best Ade-
laide honey was selling in the markets at
from 2d. to 2V%4d, per lb. If we look up
the market reports for a number of years
back with regard to the preduce of South
Australia and probably some of the other
Eastern States, we will see that the same
old tale prevails. With all our advantages,
our beekeepers eannot, bearing in mind the
great distances that have to be traversed
in this State to reach the necessary flory,
produce honey at such prices as those
[ have quoted, How the South Aunstralian
settlers are able to do it, I do not know.
Probably it is because the country there
has been settled for a longer period; pos-
sibly the soil is more ferfile or the neectar
flows more freelv. However, that is the
position, and if the heekegpers of Weslern
Australia are required to shonlder the added
burden invelved in the prohibition placed
by the Transport Board on the eonveyanee
of their honey, their diffieultics will be still
further increased.

AMr. "Withers: T have heard beckeepers
offered 3s. 6d. for a kerosene tinful of
honey.

Mr. BAMPSON: Yes, that is true. They
are having a most difficult time, in fact an
impossihle time. However, T submit this to
the Minister, and 1 feel smre that his advice
to the Transport Board will be to read into
the Act what is desired by the heekeepers,
namely, opportunity to convey their honey
in their own trucks, or at all events in trucks
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owned by those who do this work. There
was recently confirmed the right of a num-
ber of producers to invest in a truck amld
use that truck for the purpose of conveying
the produce of thosze concerned in the owner-
ship; that has been decided by the court, so
there is no diffieulty in that regard. But
there was a very definite effort mmade to de-
Feat those who desire to earry their produce
in this way. [ wish to make a few remarks
in regard to the building trade, and to say
that to n large extent this is passing out of
the hands of the workmen of Australia. [
recall with intevest the very fine appeal
made by the member for North-Fast I're-
mantle (Mr. Tonkin) when, last year, he
directed the attention of the House to the
difficulty there was in securing plasterers.
Therely the hon. member did some service,
or rather I hope it will prove to be of some
service, because it is a faet that there is a
shortage of trodesmen. At the moment there
may he something in the nature of a slump
but, generally speaking, there is a shortage
ot bhrieklayers, plasterers and, 1 believe, of
conerete workers. So I trust the remarks of
the member for North-East IFremantle will
not be lost sight of. Also I hope that those
responsible may give eonsideration to boys
anxions to learn bricklaying, plastering and
conerete work, and afford them opportunity
to acquire the necessary tuition. Given a
few thousand bricks and other materials,
and with noeessary practice, in a little while
those lads would be qualified tradesmen. If
I remember aright, when our soldiers came
back from the war, trainees were given
opportnnity to learn bricklaying and other
work in the building trade. If that were
done again, 1 am sure the member for North-
[ast Fremantle and others wonld be pleased.
There is, of course, a shortage of tradesmen
in other lines, but in none more so than n
the building trade. "There is cvidently no
iuestion fram that standpoint, for [ looked
aeress the House to see words trembling on
the lips of members, but no word was ex-
pressed.

Mr. Hegney interjected.

AMr, SAMPSON: T am glad of that. Evi-
dently the hon. memher acknowledges that
what the member for North-East Fremantle
said, and what I have said, is quite true.

The Minister for Mines: There is a greater
chance of its being true now that someone
clse has said it.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have said it a dozen
times in the House and the seed has failen



[2 SeEpTEMBER, 1936.]

o pour soil. Bat il we keep on saving a
thing often encugh and for a long enough
period, the result is assured. 1 am quite
with the member for North-East Fremantie
in his endeavour to secure that a bigger
numhber of apprentices, and consequently
working tradesmen, shall he employed in the
industry,

Mr. Marshall: What about the printing
industry; are they all right there?

Mr. SAMPSON: T think the printing in-
dustry would carry more men, There are
many districts where opportunities are
offered for a local newspaper. A little while
ago I was approached with a view to start-
ing a suburban newspaper. 1 said that the
plant was available, bui where were the
tradesmen?  There is difficulty in getting
those men except at a ftime when work is
guiet, but generally speaking there is always
an inereasing number required, for more
newspapers are being printed and more
prinfing orders are heing reeeivesl. Still, I
do not desire to speak on the printing in-
dustry, although I could say a good deal. 1
hope the hon, member who interjected will
assisg me to insist that all master printers
shall employ such apprentices as the award
permits. The emplovers should be compelled
to do that.

Mr. Hegney: Have you a vacanex for
one?
My, SAJMPSON: No, 1 have as many

apprentices as the award permits. A Fair
pereentage of the printers in the city are
from overseas. They are good men, but
the bovs of Western Australia should be
given the opportunity, an opportunity that
in many instanees is denied them. Now T
come to the subject ol electricity in the
hills and the outer suburbs.

Mr. Hegney: Swan View in particular.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, Swan View needs
current.

Mr. Cross: What about Mt. Pleasant?

Mr. SAMPSON: The people at Mt. Plea-
sant require light, at all events. There
are many places, (ilen Forrest, Mundaring,
Westfield, Rolevstone and others, requiring
electric enrrent. How many times have [
spoken on this subject in the Honse, and
how many times have the Government aeted
on my suggestions? They have made odd
extensions of electric eurrent in order to
reach a few peaple, but the fruit and
veretable growers needing eleetricity have
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had but poor treatment from the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Tonkin: Is it current they want, or
currency?

Mr. SAMPSON: They need electric cur-
rent.

Mr. Fonkin: But they could do with a
little eurrency.

Mre. SAMPSOXN: The one follows the
other: give them a little electriec current
and they will soon have enrrency. I know
that electricity in the hills and the outer
suburhan districts is essential. Why de
the CGlovernment persist in an attitude of
inactivity? Why do they not give to the
people in those districts the opportunity
that any other ecivilised country would give
them?

Mr. Marshall; Why does not private en-
tevprise supply the current?

Mr. SAMPSON: Private enterprise can-
not eome in on it. The Government hold
a monopoly. In the city the Perth Muni-
¢ipa! Council are doing what is necessary
to make industries possible by providing
the neccssary current, but no interest has
been shown towards the outer suburban
orowers, where the Government Eleetricity
Department are in eontrol.

My, Marshall: Why does not the road
hoard take it on?

Mr. SAMPSON: Although T am not
authorised to say this, T feel sure that the
Gosnells Road Board, for instanee, would
provide something in the way of a guar-
antee. T know that the Darling Range
Road Board, the Armadale-Kelmseott Road
Board, and the Mundaring Road Board
would provide gnarantees. But this wretched
attitude of asking someone else always to
carry the risk—why do not the Government
give to the people a reasonable opportun-
ity? First of all, ther say ‘‘We will make
up the estimates and do the work if you
can show us that you will take sufficient
current to allow the extension to pay its
way.’? At first blush that is all right, but
we know that if a railway is to be built,
vou must first put the railway there so that
the people may use it. Those people are
not asked to put up a guarantee until the
faeility is in existenee. It should be the
same in respect to electric current. Many
vears ago, in 1922 T think it was, the late
Hon. John Seaddan had a report prepared
in respect of a suggested changeover from
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steam power to clectric drive in connection
with the pnmping stations, that at Mundar-
ing Weir, and at the No. 2 pumping station.
And that iz where the proposal has re.
mained. Meantime the steam method con-
tinues. It was shown at the time that there
was a saving of £1,000 a year to be made—
that was in 1#22—if the change over were
effected. Why do not the Uovernment do
it? For if the propesition would have paid
in 1922, it would pay very much better now.
Those pumps are becoming ohsolete. 1 do
not know how long they will Iast, but there
is a better opportunity to make of this a
profitable proposal than there was in 1922,
Then the question is asked, what about
those who are cutfing fivewood? I say
that it elecfric current were made avail-
able throngh that district, we would have
more spot mills and other industries, The
Government should, to the utmost of their
ability, develop enterprises and industries
in the cuter suburban distriets. If a per-
son comes into Perth fo establish an indus-
try, there is no guestion raised ahbout the
current he requires, for he can get that
current right away. But if he wishes to
go out to Mundaring., he eannot get the
current he needs. At ‘Armadale there is
eurrent available, beeanse the (iovernment
have a brick kiln at Byford. Extensions of
electric current should be made through
many of those centres. The first result
would he that more people wounld he found
living there. Jf one produces Rrst-grade
fruit and first-grade vegetables, there is al-
ways on adequate demand for those pro-
ducts; and they ean be produeced if ai eri-
tical times the grower has the clectric
power to pump water on them. I hope
that the new Minister will use his persua-
sive eloquence oun the Treasurer and will
suceeed in inducing him to provide the neces-
sary funds. TFortunately the Treasurer is
very svmpathetie. As Minister for Rail-
© ways, he has on different oecasions told me
of his desire that sueh extensions should be
made. That is very gratifying. When the
new Minister, Mr. P. (", T.. Smith, returns
from Kalgoorlie, I hope that one of his
first acts will he to determine that the ex-
tenzions will he made. Tn order that eosts
micht he kept down to a minimum, T think
seftlers in the districts to be =erved should
be permitted to submit tenders for the
supply of poles and the sinking of post
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holes. This would be helpful to the set-
tlers who ave having a very difficult time,
and I feel sure they would be able to sub-
mit prices that wounld most likely have the
effect of reducing costs.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [5.32]: I desire
to vongratulate xou, Mr. Speaker, on having
heen re-elected to that position and express
the hope that vou will occupy it for quite a
long time. There have been a number of
changes in the House since last session, but
vour occupaney of the Speakership is one
on which members are agreed that a wise
decision was made. [ hope that yon will
enjoy wrood health for many vears in order
to carry out the datics of the oflice. Some
interesting  debate  has  resulted on  this
motion and one or two snbjects have heen
mentioned on which T intend to speak. The
member for Swan (Mr. Sawmpzon) spoke
ahout the lighting of railway engines travel-
ling on suburban lines, and some of his ve-
marks were treated with a degree of levity
not at all warranted.

Mr. Sampson: They should have heen
tuken seriously.

Mr. CROSS: I vertainly consider that
some change is long overdue, partienlarly in
regard to the trains running to Cannington
where they cross the road at Rivervale.
Engines c¢ross roads in quite a number of
places, and on ovcasions I would defy any-
hody riding in a ear to tefll whether a train
was approaching.

Mr. Marshall: A Jot of people cannot fell
at any tine when they are in a ear,

Mr. CROSS: [t is high time that search-
lights were installed on tlie engines in order
te give the publie adeqnate warning of the
approach of trains. At present the danger
iz extremely great, and the nmumber of acei-
dents, particularly at Rivervale, emphasizes
the necessity for a change being made, I
regret that the Minister for Railways is not
in his place, but 1 belicve that he will give
serions attention to some of the remarks [
intend to make.  Tn some of the specches
made from the other side of the House
detrimental comments have been offered re-
varding the Government’s expressed inien-
tion to introduce another trolley bus service,
Some of the remarks made werr not
warranted.

My Patrick: If was not ihe extension bt
the ronte that was eriticised.

Mr. CROSS: Before | have finished I
think T shall convince even the hon. member
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that the conversion of the Claremont route
is warranted. Western Australia or Aus-
tralia is not the ounly country in the world
faced with street transport problems. Many
of the problems are common to other coun-
tries of the world, particularly the problem
of determining the most ellicieni and econ-
omical alternative to ohsolescent trams, The
arguments in favour of trolley buses, which
have heen responsible for their great ad-
vancement and development in Ameriea and
Europe, including Great Brifain, during the
last few wyears, apply evervwhere. One of
the chief arguments is that cheap eleetricity
is used as the propulsive agent of the trolley
bus, and its comparative freedom from either
taox or price fluctuation. Otfher arguments
in favour of the trolley bus are its noiseless-
ness in operation, and its mohility, while its
Iow operation and maintenance costs give it
an ever-widening appeal.

Mr. Thorn: With all those advantages the

trolley buses are a lnsing proposition. They
de not pay.

My, CROSS: Thexy are not a losing
proposition,

Mr. Thorn: They are.

Mr., CROSBS: On that point T will con-
vinge the hon. member hefore 1 have finished.

Mr. Thorn: T hope vou will.

Mr. CROSS: ¥t v he difficult, but 1
will make an attempt. Tvery year proof is
ineveasing that the answer to the passenger
street transport problem isx the trolley hus.

My, Patrick: That is why they are not
found in cities like London.

Mr. CRORS: The hon. member does not
know what he is talking about.

Mr. Marshall: He very seldom does.

Mr. Patrick: Neither trams nor trolley
buses run in Londen.

My, Thorn: The member for Canning does
not know,

Mr. CROSS: May I remind members that
trolley buses ean be run on electricity gen-
erated from coal produced in this State,

Mr. Warner: We are aware of that,

My, CROSS: Further, in the by no means
unlikely event of war, that factor would
be of paramount importance to the travel-
ling publie. Trolley buses are a distinet
improvement, not only on eleetric trams,
but on every other form of road transport.
They are compatatively fast. Numerous
tests have been madc in other countries, de-
finitely proving that trolley buses are fas-
ter, partienlarly in acceleration, than any

301

other forin of road transport. Under actual
working conditions it has been proved time
and time again that the single-decker irol-
ley bug fully Iaden can accelerate from a
stationary position to a speed of 20 miles
an hour in 15 seconds. TLet me refer to
a specific test made at Wolverhampton,
England, a few months ago. The test was
made under usnal working conditions on
a trollex bus rouie 8.9 miles in length. The
bus used was a double-decker and on the
trip it carried over 111% tons of passen-
gers. Working from a 300-volt wire—simi-
lar to ours in Perth—the average speed on
the level was 27 miles an hour.

Mr. Donex: Too quick in the city.

Mr. CROSS: From a stationary position
on o gradient of one in 12, the bus aceeler-
ated to 16 miles an hour in ten seconds.
The quantity of current taken from the
main for the whole trip of 8.9 miles was
242 units, The stops averaged 52 per
mile. That bus was equipped with regen-
eralive and rheostatic control and portion of
the earrent was regenerated. The quantity
recenerated was 4.2 units. Thus the aver-
ae quantity of eurrent used over the whole
jowrney worked out at 2.3 units per mile.
A nunber of gentlemen witnessed the trial,
amongst them the general manager of the
Cape Town Tramway Corporation. e had
been makineg investigations into sireet
transport problems in Great Britain and
had extended his inquiries to several coun-
tries on the Continent, and it might not be
merely & coincidence that a few months ago
Cape Town imported a fleet of trolley buses.
The fleet included 30 double-decker buses
capable of seating 62 passengers each,
while the remaining 20 were single-deekers
with seating aeceommodation for 39 passen-
gers.

Hon. P. I. Ferguson: They would not
weigh 11% tons, wonld they?

My, CROSS: I am not speaking of the
weirht of the buses.

Hon., P. D. Ferguson: But you said the
passengers on the test trip weighed 1114
tons.

The Minister for Agriculture: About the
weight of all the TUpper House members put
together.

Mr, CROSS: The hon. member is trying
to make a gibe of my statement that the
Wolverhampton bns on the test trip car-
ried 111% ton=< of passengers.
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Hon, P. 1} 1erguson: That would be
equal to 200 or 300 passengers, ov clse they
must have been heavyweights.

Mr. CROSS: I do not know the number
of passengers on that trip, but I do know
that the facts I have given are authentic.
It was an official trial under actual work-
ing conditions.

Mpr. Thorn: | think you are exnggerating.

Mr. CROSS: The fact of trolley buses
having been introduced into Cape Town
conveys some idea of the capabilities of
such vehicles. There arc some very steep
gradients in Cape Town, as members will
understand when I say that the trolley bus
route terminating uat Kloof Nek involves
gradients ranging up to one in nine.
I might mention that one trolley hus route
in Wolverhampton in Britain has a gradient
of one in seven. 'The trolley bhuses in Cape
Town are all fitted with rheostatic plus re-
generative control, aml the transmission  is
such as to deal satistactorily with climbing
steep gradients and with providing the
neeessary electrical power for braking dowu
steep inclines. Cape Town is not the only
place in South Atrica which has introduced
irolley huses, Tt was the fifth «ity there to
introduee them. They alveady had them in
Durban, Johanneshurg and a couple of other
places, In Great Britain. the experience has
been that conversion to trolley luses has
heen followed by an average inercase of 33
per cent. in the number of passengers ear-
ried on the systews, and it has heen definitely
proved that opueration costs are considerably
lower than those of electrie trams or petrol
buses. Why do hon. memhers think that
place like Wolverhampton sevapped its elee-
tric  frams and instituted trollevy hoses?
Thirty-seven vears ago the City of Man-
chester decided to scrap its Beot of horse-
drawn trams, of which they had over 2,000.
fn their place thev instulled cleetric trams.
Last year Manchester decided 1o serap the
whole of the electrie tram system and con-
vert Lo trolley buses. There are uite a
number of plares in Great Britain which
have established trolley hus serviees, inelud-
ing Brighton, Manehester, Botrnemonth, and
Bradford. As a malter of facl, up to the
heginning ot 1933, 26 cities in Great Britain
had definitely determined to change over
from trams to {rollev hnses, Last vear the
London Transport Board decided to eonvert
from electric {rams to trolley huses.

Hon., P. I Fergusen: Tu the ity ? There
are no trams in the city,
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AMr. CROSS: The city is confined prac-
tieally tu a squave mile. Having decided to
convert trom trams to trolley buses, the
l.ondon Transport Board in January of this
vear ordered another 690 buses, having at
that date over 100 already in use. Why do
members consider  places like Manchester,
London, Bradford, Brighton and Grimshy
have deetded to serap their electric trams
and to jnstal not petrol but trolley buses?

Mr. Withers: Are they privately owned?

Mr. CROSS: Some are owned by com-
panics, others by corporations and loeal pov-
erning hodies.

My, Withers: Ours are State-owned.

Mr. CROSS: As a matier of faet, in
{treat Britain before they can convert to a
trolley bus service thev have to secure Par-
liamentary sanetion.

Hon. ¥. . Ferguson: That has not to be
done here, has it?

Alr. CROSS: At the beginning of 1933,
26 c¢ities in Great Britain had substitoted
trollex buses for electrie trams. At the same
time 23 other cities had obtained the neces-
surv  Parliamentary sanetion to establish
trolley Ims servicus. 1t might he intevesting
for members to know that at the heginning
of this year theve were ten Bills hefore the
English Parliament introduced on behalf of
various rowpanies or loeal governing hodies
seeking the right to change over from trams
to busges. | could name some of them; T
have a hist here. The only argument against
the substitution of trollex buses for trams
i Great Britain is financial,  In this eon-
nection | propose to give the expert opinion
of M. €. Owen Silvers, AMLEYE, eon-
sulting electrical enginecr to the YWolver-
hawpton Tramways and Transport Board.
There must he a very sdefinite reason why so
many places in Great Britain, America and
elsewhere are converting tn trolley huses.
The veason is that they have discovered that
a {rolley hus service can he established, in-
eliding the vost of the buses together with a
substantinl contribution fowards the cost of
rond constrnetion, for less than half what it
would enst to reconstruet double tramlines.
I propose to let members know My, Silver's
opinion about this, hecanse he is vregarded as
one  of the world’s greatest cxperts on
tranznort problems.  Mr. Silvers states—

T have made & caleulation from the aecounis
of some of our lurger city tramways, and from
the figures have struck an average which gives
rather an interesting resalt,  For the existing
tramways | have tuken the amount set aside
for track renewals and the amount spent dur-
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ing the vear an track maintenanee and repairs.
The average cost per mile per annum for track
renewals, repoairs, i maintenance was £2,966,
Later Mr, Silvers writes—

I have assumed that the number of tram cars
is replaced by the same number of trolley
velicles bearimgr a tax of £120 ench per an-
nwm, whieh money goes to the national fund
for the making and upkeep of roads. The
amount paid in vehicle tax per mile of route
yer annum is approximately £1,000,

A fair average cost of n good tarmac road,
about 30 feer wide, is £3,500 per mile. With
ardingry heavy traflic the life of (his road ean
he estimated at a minimum of seven vears, and
from my experience in Wolverhampton T can
say it is likely to he very much longer. If we
pay five per cent, interest for the money and
acenmulitte n 3% per cent. sinking fund for its
redemption in seven years, the loan charges
will he £625 per annum.  Maintenance, in the
form of tar feeding and gritting, will cost
aproximately £220 per annum.  This gives 2
total annual charge of £845, to which we will
add 10 per cent. for contingencies, making a
grand total of €327 10s. per wile per annum,
Thereby it will be seen that in some eases the
public serviece vehicles tax would more than
cover the total road cost at the present rate of
tax, aud the whole of the other traflic on the
route would in effeet be running tax free. At
the same time the passenger transport author-
ity woulil be saving in the same instance £1,966
per mile per annum, the difference between
traek maintenance and renewals on the on:
hand and read tax on the other.

My, Silvers eoncludes—

I suggest that at this point the problem i<
not parochinl, but of national importance.
Road engineers the world over agree that
it is an expensive poliey to eonstruct roads
hetween frambines, anmd motorists the world
vver will agree that tramtracks do not im-
prove any road. T admit that the trollev
bus has its limitations. Tt is route-hound
and overhend gear has to be crected and
maintained, but a2t the same time the ad-
vantages of the trolley bus over the elec-
tric tram and the petrol bus nve not only
numerous, hut boportant, partienlarly on
Irequent-stop services,

Mr, North: Do vou suppert trolley buses
rutning along Mounts Bav Read?

Mr. CROSS: T will deal with that later.
The trollex bus is more comtortable: it is
free from gear change jolts: it is free from
vibration and from the smell of noxious
fumes: and ifs nnlimited torvjue in iransit
makes it speedier in tralfie, and gives it
hetter acceleration than its petrol-driven
counterpart,
which iz not likely to fluctnate in price as
does oil tuel.

[t wses home-prodiced power

The maintenance and repair
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custs of a trolley bus are lower than thoze
of a motor bus which has n complicated
engine and cluteh and gear box. It has
heen proved in Great Britain that on snit-
able routes the total operation costs of
trolley buses is considerably lower than in
the case of trams or petrol buses. Quite a
nimber of places in Great DBritain have
introduced trolley buses. Before the last
session of the British Parliament at lecast
ten other cities were seeking power to con-
vert their tramways to trolley buses. There
was a Bill before the British Parliament
secking authority on hehalf of the Brighton
Corperation to run trolley huses along the
routes of new tramways. The eorporation
is secking a loan of £75,000 for the removal
of the tramtraeks. An effort has been made
to amend the Cleethorpes Trolley Vebhicles
Aet to anthorise the Great Grimsby Street
Tramway Company to run trolley buses in
the urban distriet of Cleethorpes and te
abandon their tramways. The Huddersfield
Board, per medium of a Bill, is also seeking
power fto use trolley buses. The Notting-
hamshire and Derbyshire Traction Com-
panies are seeking power te run ftrolley
huses on eertain routes and to abandon the
cleetrie trams. Even in Wales the loeal
hody at Tlanelly is secking power to run
trollev buses. The Stalybridge, Hyde, Mos-
lev and Dukinficld Transport Board is
zeeking power to abhandan tramways in fav-
oir of trolley buses.

Hon. C. . Latham: Your Minister for
AMines said that when he was in London
the anthorities were extending the tramway
services there.

Mr. CROSS: That may be so. The deci-
zion of the London Transport Board made
last year, after very considerable theught
and a great deal of investigation, was that
they definitely decided not only to establish
trotley hmses but to abandon tramways.
They now have obtained statutory author-
ity from the British Parlininent to do that,
and ave making rapid strides in conncetion
with the job. I suppese that to-day the
(i) buses which were vn order at the begin-
ning of the vear arve nearly all in use. It
would not be hard to assume that by the
ninth month of the year quite a number
of those buses will be in operation. In
tact, nearly 1,000 trolley buses must be
running in London fo-day. All Europran
experts agree that trolleyv buses are the
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most serviceable, the cheapest, and the hest
of all forms of vehicle for use in the
transport of passengers, and particularly in
places where uwrban frequent stop serviees
are required. Experts say that trolley buses
alone ean give that degree of comfort,
mobility, and rapid and cheap transport
which is demanded by the publiec. I have
some figures taken from the largest com-
panies and corporntions operating in Great
Britain. These show definitely that the
establishment of trolley buses has been
followed by an average increase of 33 per
cent. in the number of passengers carried.
The Leader of the Opposition spoke on the
Address-in-reply concerning the fact that
the Government had decided to give the
people of Claremont up-to-date faecilities.
Quite a lot has been said about that com-
munity having a satisfactory serviece at
present,

Hon. C, . Latham: Your championship
did enough for the last three years.

Mr. CROSS: I was on the right track,

Hon. C. G Latham: You are always on
the right track.

Mr. CROSS: I cannot believe that the
people in so many European countries, and
in what one may say are scores of cities
in Great Britain, are changing from electric
trams to trolley buses simply as a fad.
They are doing it because they find from
experience that they are an improvement
over every other form of transport, and
ean give a degree of comfort and rapid
transport that are now desired by the pub-
Tie.

Hon. C. . Latham: You would have the
city of Perth become an insignificant sub-
urh.

Mr. CROSS: At present neither the taxis
nor the petrol-driven buses can pick up
passengers along the Claremont tramline.
No person can say that the present slow
and obsolete tram service at Claremont is
giving satisfaction. If it were taken off
to-morrow the buses and ftaxis running
along that route counld not cope with the
traflic that would he left.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Why?

Mr. CROSS: I have been down there at
the busy period of the day, I have seen
five trams on the track all overladen, and
not able to clear the people along the track.
1 have been at the Claremont Fire Station
in the evening at peak perinds, and had to
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wait three-quarters of an hour before being
picked up by either a bus or a taxi. If
the tramway service were disecontinued at
Claremont to-morrow, the residents of
Claremont, and towards Nedlands, would
have no chance of getting either a taxi or
a bus at peak periods. That is what goes
on to-dayv, To cope with the traffie it
would be necessary to put on another fleet
of petrol-driven buses. It is all very well
for the Opposition to talk. Perhaps they
would rather see buses run on American
oil and petrol than have any consideration
for our loeally-produced coal.

Mr., Warner: Do you call that a good
argument?

“Mr. CROSS: It is one of the greatest
argnments.

Mr. Patrick: I suppose you run your
ear on coal.

Mr. CROSS: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion compluined that the Government did
not seek Parvliamentary authority for the
eixpenditure on trelley buses. There is
practicaliy no veason why they should do
$0.

Mr. Thern: Do you not think they ought?

Mr, CROSS: When the trams were fivst
cstablished, and for years past—

Mr. Thorn: What are you here for?

Mr. CROSS: The iramway serviee in
[*erth was never intended to rfun for profit.
It was intended to run for service.

Mr. Sampson: When was that.

Mr. CROSS: From the inception of the
tramway system in Perth.

Mr. Sampson: At the outset the trams
were tun by a limited company.

Mr. CROSS: From the time when the
service was taken over by the Government,
it has been generally rccognised that it
should always pay operating and interest
costs. It has done so. In addition the sys-
tem has accumulated a profit of over
£98,000. It bas always been generally re-
cognised that these profits should he used
to give improved facilities and greater com-
fort to the passengers. For years past
bas any attempt been made to give
better facilities and more comfort to
the  passengers? Was any offort
made to provide wupholstered seats or
to eliminate noise? The trolley buses re-
present a very real attempt out of aceu-
mulated profits to give the people of Clare-
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mont, who have suffered =0 long, an vp-to-
date and comfortable serviee.

Mr. Withers: To the detriment of pri-
vate enterprise.

My, Sampson: Where is that meoney?

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is mythieal.

Mr. 'ROSS: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion complained that the Government had
done this without Parliamentary authority.
He raised no objeetion when trolley buses
were first established in Perth, e sat
behind the Government which purchased
them without mentioning it in Parliament.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Parliament was fullv
acquainted coneerning it.

Mr. CROSS: I should like to know when.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Probably you were
not here. You were secretary of the union
then,

Mr. ('ROSS: Oh no!

Hon. €. G. Latham: Yes, you were.

Mr, CROSS: In the report of the Com-
misstoner for Railways for 1933, concern-
ing trolley buses, the Commissioner states—

Tn view of the neccssity of relaying the Ken-
sington-street track, and the expenditure in-
volved

Hon. C. Gi. Latham: The trams were stop-
ped there.

Mr. CROSS8: The report continnes—

it was decided as an aliernative to pull
up the track and introduce trolley buses. Theoy
have been ordered, and will arrive at Freman-
tle on the 9th .June.

I can find no reference in ““Hansard’’ to
any mention being made of this in Parlia-
ment by the Minister for Railwavs of the
day.

Mr. Withers: It never was mentioned.

Hon, (. G. Latham: You are wrong.

Mr. Sampson: Did not the Government
amend the design of the froliey buses in
Perth?

Mr. CROSS: The only public reference I
can find is in the “West Australian” of the
22nd June, 1932, 1 eould find no reference
in ~*Hansard’’ at that time. The first men-
tion that Mr. Scaddan made of this matter
was reported in the “West Australian”
on the 22nd June, when he was replying to
a deputation from the Tands Endowment
Committee of the Perth City Couneil, Mr.
Scaddan’s remarks were not made in Par-
liament.

Hon. C. . Latham: Did you introduce
a2 deputation from the Tramway TUnion
asking the Minister to do this?
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Mr. CROSS: This was a deputation from
the Lands Endowment Committee. The
Minister for Railways said—

It would he a good thing if Parliaumuent

could be persuaded to convert the tramway ser-
vice along the Kensington-street track into
a trolley bus serviee.
That was prebably before he discovered
that he did not need Parliamentary author-
ity. The next reference I can find to this
matter was in the **West Australian’' of
the 10th November, 1032,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. CROSS: Before the tea adjournment
I was quoting the onlv references I had
been able to find as made by the former
Minister for Railways to trolley buses. On
the 10th November, 1932, the Jute Mr. Scad-
dan not only spoke of trolley buses but
indicated that he agreed with the views of
British and European experts. Those ex-
perts were unanimous that the petrol-
driven bus was a distinet improvement on
the electriec tram, The same experts agreel
that the diesel engine-driven bus represen-
ted a further improvement on the petrol-
driven bus. Tt is true also that there is
no division of opinion amongst British and
European experts as to trollexy buses being
hetter than cither of those two modes of
conveyanee; and it is cvident from the
statement published hy Mr. Scaddan in
November of 1932 that he agreed with those
experts. He then said—

In the first place trolley buses had a mo-
bility and a freedom in traffic which was ah-
sent from trams. That alone would minimise
many of the traffic problems which were cawsing
concern to the authorities. In the second place
—and this was the most important faetor—-—
they had all the advantages of the petrol-
driven buses without the disadvaninges, and
moncy for petral went out of the country. The
cost of operating these vehieles was far lnwer
than that of petrol huses,

Mr. Secaddon alse made an announcement
in the ““West Australian’’ of the 6th Jan-
wary, 1933, that the buses were expected to
arrive about the end of February. I have
vet to learn that Mr. Scaddan ever ap-
proached this DParliament for specific
anthority to expend money on trams. T say
thiz despite the fact that durving the tea
adjournment the Leader of the QOpposition
discovered something which I missed—that
the buses were mentioned.
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Hon, C. G. Latham: I showed you that
the stimates contained the item.

Mr. CROSS: The buses had been ordered
prior to that date.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: They had not. They
were ordered afterwards,

Mr., CROSS: No specific request was
made to this Chamber for sauthority to
expend money on buses. As I have already
pointed out, from the report of the Com-
missioner of Railways it appears that they
were actnally ordered in Britain before the
date of the making of that announcement
in Parliament. The residents of my elec-
torate are greatly interested in trolley
buses. South Perth is a residential suburb
seceond to none in the metropolitan area,
and has a progressive road board. Tt is
beyond contradietion that the suburb has
made greater progress in the last few years
than any other in the metropolitan area.
In spite of that fact, South Perth has the
worst transport system and the worst ser-
vire of all the suburbs in the metrepolitan
arca. Some months ago I wrote to the
Minister for Railways asking for considera-
tion on behalf of the suburb. We have a
single-track line in South Perth and Como.
For years past the serviee from the Mends-
strect jetty to Como has been gradually los-
ing its passengers,

The Minister for Agriculture: Not en
route, I hope.

Mr. CROSS: In faect, the service is so
unsatisfactory that there are days on which
the trams scarcely take the wages of the
crews during the shift. 1 am of opinion
that the time has arrived when special con-
sideration should he given to providing an
up-to-date service. That applies not only
to South Perth, but to every single-traeck
serviee in the metropolitan area. The ex-
perience of European countries is not only
that trams are obsolete but that it does not
pay to re-lay tramlines when worn out.
T suggest that the Government gire consid-
eration to a policy of converting to trolley
buses when Government tramlines wear out.
Especially should that proposal receive im-
medinte consideration where there are
single lines of trams. As for the Claremont
problem, we in Sounth Perth will not com-
plain if a decision is made to divert the
trollcy buses from the Claremont Ttoute,
where it is at present proposed to utilise
them, so that a decent service may be os-
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tablished south of the river. | am defin-
itely of opinion that the days of electric
trams in Perth are numbered. Unless some-
thing drastic is done to furnish improved
facilities for the travelling publie, they will
he driven off the tracks altogether. The
oniy thing to do is what hos been done in
all other countries—adopt a more mobile,
more satisfactory, and morve comfortable
form of fransport. There are some other
matters | desire to mention not only as
regards my own clectorate, but generally.
There is the question of full-time work or
improved conditions for the uncmployed.
The time has avrived when further consid-
eration should be extended to that propo-
sal. However, I know that the Government
have heen giving attention to the matter.
I was indeed pleased last night to hear the
Minister for lMwmployment announce defin-
itely that improved eonditions will be made
available for part-time workers as from the
3th October.

Mr. MelLarty: Then why did you not
vote for the amendment last night

My, CROBS: At the same time [ want
the Minister to arrange to extend improved
conditions to another c¢lass of workers.
There are some fonr or live hundred men
at present elussed as **C.’" They are men
really not fit to work at all. They are most
unfortunate hecause the officinls of the
Pensions Department say that those men
are not sufliciently ineapable and therefore
are not entitled to an invalid pension.
Nevertheless, men in that elass are not fit
for work. At present they are in reeceipt
of 7s. per unit for themselves and the
members of their families. I hope the Min-
ister will give consideration to the position
of those people heeause it is not possible
to find suitable work for them. The Minis-
ter might agree to grant them an increased
allowance that would at least enable them
to live in eommon decency. Another mat-
ter T will refer to is the position regarding
relief workers in the metropolitan area.
Unttl a few days ago, men who live at
Spearwood were working on a job at Ken-
wick and at the same time men who live
at East Cannington were working in the
Claremont distriet. I hope the Minister
will see that men are placed as soon as
possible on work near their homes. I rea-
lise it ix o dificult problem, but T {frust
sone consideration will be given to it be-
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eause it is not fair that men who are on
part-time only should have to pay upwards
of 10s. a week in travelling to and from
their work. During the Address-in-reply
debate, some comment was heard regarding
the reclamation of the Swan River fore-
shore. I know it is the intention of the
department to move the dredge from
where it is working at present and transfer
it to the other side of the Causeway, 1
consider that before that is done the de-
partment should finish one part of the job.
The dredge is now working at one end of
South Perth where there is still a certain
amount of reclamation work to be ecarried
out. I believe the intention is to fill in
Millar’s Pool, but there is also certain re-
clamation work that should be undertaken
adjacent to the Mends-street jetty and be-
iween Coode-street and the portion that
has been reclaimed towards Vietoria Park.
Before the dredge is moved, those areas
should be completed and then we would at
least have one secction of the reclamation
work finished. Surely it is commonsense to
finish one end before moving the dredge
up tiver to deal with another seetion.

Mr. Thorn: You are thinking only of your
own electorate.

Mr. CROSS: Surely it will be conceded
that it is merely commonsense to finish one
end of the job fivst. Of course, I have
known instances of a farmer commencing
to plough one paddock and before finishing
it, plough part of another paddock. Then
when he wanted to do his seeding, he did
not have one paddock completely plonghed.

Mr. Withers: The poor old farmer!

Mr. CROSS: During the last few years
I have taken several deputations to vari-
ous Ministers and frequently some diffi-
culty has been experienced in obtaining up-
to-date information becanse of the shortage
of modern maps. I recall ihat on one ocea-
sion it was nceessary to prepare a map of
the area where it was desired to establish
a new school. I went to considerable
trouble or that occasion to prepare a map
myself and, incidentally, that map is still
the most up-to-date for that particular dis-
triet. I draw the attention of the Govern-
ment to the fact that very few up-to-date
maps are available to-day dealing with any
part of the great metropolitan area. The
position is just as bad in the Federal de-
partments. The maps of Perth possessed
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by the Defence Depariment are 26 years
old. To keep existing plans up-to-date or
to provide maps or plans of new areas has
been beyond the capacity of various Gov-
ernments for years past on acecount of ihe
cost involved. There has been much growth
in the metropolitan area in recent years
and when local governing bodies and Gov-
ernment departments as well endeavour io
eope with the muitiplicity of tasks they
have to undertake, they require precise
maps. Without fear of contradiction, I
can claim that any (Jovernment official who
has eonstruetive work to undertake is ham-
pered through the lack of suitable maps.

Mr. Thorn: You had better draw a few
more.

Mr. CROSS: It i3 only necessary to in-
stance the requirements of departments
snch as those dealing with water supply,
elecfricity, traffie, main roads, electoral, as
well as many others, Tor members to realise
that up-to-date maps must be important
and helpful to officers engaged in those
branches of (overnmental aectivity. The
reason why lew attempts have been made
to overcome the diffiulty is the enormous
cost involved. T suggest that the modern
technique of aerial surveying makes it pos-
sible to met up-to-date maps quickly, cor-
rectlv and cheaply, and T believe that such
a survey of the greater metropolitan area
would be invaluable, not only to Govern-
ment departments, but to local governing
hodies as well. It would assist local author-
ities in their town planning operations and
would be of material assistance to the Town
Planning Commissioner himself, T suggest
that the Government consider the advis-
ability of setting aside a sum that would
he sufficient to pay for an aerial survey of
the greater metropolitan area. I do not
think the cost would be as great as some
members imagine, and at any rate the cost
could be shared between the State and
Commonwealth Governments, while the
loeal authoritiezs eould also contribute, I
sngeest that a photographic mosaie of the
greater metropolitan area should be taken
starting from Robb’s Jetty, embracing a
strip up the coast for 15 miles, thence in-
land taking in Fremantle, Perth and all
the suburbs, ineluding Midland Junetion,
and extending to the foot of the Darling
Ranges. That would take in an area of
about 300 square miles. And if the whole
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of the ares as delined in the Traflie Act
were surveyed, it would include about 530
square miles. The eost of such an aerial
survey, including the cost of preparation
of maps, is about £10 per square mile. So
the outside cost of such n survey wonld be
about £3,000. Such an acrial survey would
involve the taking of about 3,000 air photo-
graphs, and these would be placed together
tao form one large map., Taking a seale of,
say, GOtt. to the square ineh, a map of 151t.
by 11fi. would be the result. That map
eould he hung in the Public Works Depart-
ment and would be available for inspeetion.
It would be very helpful to Ministers and
to those loeal anthoritics who require maps
of that description. Tt would not he neces-
sary for a local avthority to buy the whole
map, for the map would be prepavel in
sections of from 30 inches to 20 inches.
The original negatives being available, the
Government Printer could take off anw
copies that were required, and they would
be available for sale to the publie and to
local authorities. Aerial photographic sur-
vey i3 hy no means a new process. It has
been recognised in Great Britain and in
Africa, and its value has heen recognised
in this State also. T recall that when Mr.
Stileman was Engineer-in-Chief he udvo-
cated an acrial survey, and I believe that
the Conservator of Forests agreed with the
proposal, and that the Town Planning Com-
missioner has since advocated it. Reeently
an acrial survey was taken by the Western
Mining Company. I am of opinion that
this is a matter of considerable importance,
and one that should receive some consid-
eration when the Fstimates are being pre-
pared. :

The Minister for Agriculture:
taking one now in the North.

Hon. . D. Ferguson: And the hon. mem-
her knew that.

Mr. CROSS: I did not.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And that is why
he is suggesting it.

Mr. CROSS: I am suggesting it becaunse
every section of the community is ham-
pered by the lack of up-to-date maps, and
hecause it would not only have an historie
value but becaunse it would he of general
service to every seetion of the community
and particolarly to Government depnrt-
ments. So I hope the Government wil] give
consideration to the taking of an aerial

They are
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survey of the metropolitan arca. There are
several other things to which 1 should like
to draw attention, but one that I must re-
fer to is the question of Lassetter’s Reef.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We have been look-
ing for that for a long while.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: We ought to have
an acrial survey made of it.

Mr. CROSS: I am very pleased with the
attitude the Minister adopted in connection
with that veef., [ deplore the fact that any
such scheme should exist that would pos-
sibly have the effect of preventing outside
capital and people from investing in our
gold mines. T honestly blelieve there is
any amount of scope for the investment of
capital in this State. I suggest that if a
eompany were formed, either in Australia
or in Britain, there is plenty of scope for
prospeeting the possibilities of this State,
and wmany arcas for the prospecting of
which ecompanies could be formed. If such
a company were formed, with a capital of
a million pounds, they eould prospect by
boring in some very promising aress, as for
instance, that hetween Coolgardic and
Widgiemooltha, I believe that if the capi-
tal were raised and the company were sys-
tematically to sink 500 or 600 holes they
wounld he terribly unlucky if they did not
find three or four good mines. Such a
seheme has great possibilities, and I hope
the (iovernment will do everything possible
during their tenure of office to render
every assistance to that most profitable of
all indnstries, the goldmining industry.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) [7.56]: Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Marshall: You must stand right up
when you address the Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SHEARN: If the hon. member will
keep quiet for a little while, I will endeav-
our to show him that I believe, Sir, you are
eniirely capable of controlling the Honse.
Also 1 think that as an old wmember, the
memher for Marchison might well have heen
prepared to extend courtesy fo a new mem-
her. However, judging by his conduct since
1 have heen in the Flouse, one would look
in vain for anything like that. But I am
speaking under some diffienlty, because T
am only just recovering from n verv severe
¢old, and T therefore trust that the hon.
member will not seek to antagonise me more
than scems to him necessarv. T have had
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te deal with nterruptions elsewhere, and I
do not for a moment think the hon. mem-
ber's interruptions will he more formidable
than others T have already met. I wish to
associate myself, Sir, in the congratulations
and good wishes extended to vou by other
speakers. T am in some degree gualified to
do this, because T hiave had the privilege of
meeting vou outside; and so although I have
had but little chanee of appraising you in
vour honourable position of Speaker, I feel
¢ertain that yom will administer that posi-
tion with great honour to yourself and with
satisfaction to ms all. Tt is not my inten-
tion to address myself at any  length
to the motion before the House, as T assume
From information T have received that T will
have opporfunity at a later stage to refer
to many matters of general interest to the
State und particnlar interest to my own
clectorate.  Alse I am reminded that the
member for Katanning (dr. Watts) made
an appropriate reference to a practical re-
form. Without having any desirve to proffer
advice, it would appear from the addresses
I have listened to that much good would
acerue from a reasonable cortailment of the
debate on the Address-in-reply. It wonld
give the Government opportunity to pre-
sent to the House mensures dealing with
major problems that they have hefore themn.
At this juneture—a verv erucial one—IT am
always taking note of the fact that subse-
quently we shall have opportunity to deal
with all the matters that are raised in a de-
hate such as this one. For that reason T am
hoping that the suggestion made by the
member forr Katanning, which I have the
temerity now (o support, may hear fruit in
the near future. Again there is another
nspect that oceurs fo me as one interested
in politics previous to securing a seat in the
House, I mean as an oeccasional reader of
“‘Hansard.” There appears to have been
in the past—and one might reasonably
assume that it will veeur—experience of
legislation being introduced into this Cham-
bher at a very late stage of the session, and
cither dealt with in undue haste or held over
on aecconnit of the necessary adjournment
that takes place at Christmas fime. T sup-
port what the member for Ratanning said,
Toping that that weakness will be correetued.
T wish to direet attenfion to the gradnal
increase in taxation, some of which is vol-
untary. 1 snbmit that the elaim of the Gov.
ernment that thev have not increased taxa-
tion cannot be sucecssfuly sustained. While
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they have attempted to free from the inci-
dence of the finanecial emergency tax those
on the hasie wage who will now be brought
within the range of the tax, they have prae-
tically donbled the emergeney tax on other
sections of the community. As a result they
received last vear from the financial emer-
zeney tax a sum of over £800,000, and as
there are veturns yet to be assessed, that
amount will undoubtedly be increased. It
will he admitted that the Government have
heen most fortunate in that they have re-
ceived the advantage of the reduced interest
rales on loans overseas; that they have cn-
joved considerable freedom from the need
for finlling moneys for hospitals, and that
they have been generally relieved by the
operations of the Lotteries Commission.
With other hon. members I am afraid that
that institution will he with us for quite
a long time. The Lotteries have been the
means of assisting many charities which
otherwise would have had to eall for Gov-
ernment assistance in order to ensure their
continuaner. In addition the Government
have received over £800,000 from the Com-
monwealth hy way of disabilitics grant. The
ordinary itaxes sueh as income, dividend,
duttes. cte.. have returned marked in-
ereases.  The Railways have benefited
from the oneration of the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Aet, and practically all
publie utilities have improved considerably
and theretore have assisted to swell Govern-
ment funds.  In the ciremnstances, surely
the fact that the finanecial year closed with a
surplus can ercate no surprise in the mind
of one who takes info arcount the ftacts 1
have mentioned. 1t is plain, however. that
through iaxation, private investments and
expansion of industries whieh arve expeected
to provide exports for the State’s exiztenece
are heing hampered, and the position is
heing  gradually foreed on the State of
recognising a large organisation of perman-
ent unemploved, Tf we are o expect the
provision of emplovment to be possible, with
any degree of success, outside of Government
servires, it 1§ imperative that taxation be
closely reviewed and lightened wherever
possible and practicable, in order that money
may be available for expansion and to in-
crease the private employment of the masses,
T take this opportunity to draw atiention to
the unsatisfaetory tram service on the Wal-
eott-street ronte and the urgent neerssity,
apart from its due extension, ol duplication
from Beanfort-strest. This wonld obviate
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the great ineonvenience and loss of time
occasioned to residents of that part of Mt
Lawley and North erth who have no other
means of transport. In this regard I feel
that I can support the member for Vietoria
Park in that where single lines exist they
shonld be duplicated, or that a trolley bus
service would be far more expeditious and
generally move safisfactory than the tram
serviee we have. T am not concerned as to
whether it is to be a duplication of the tram
line or the institution of a trolley bus ser-
vice. What I am concerned about, and what
the people in the loeality are concerned
about is the question of additional facilities.
Another matter to which I wish to make
brief reference is that of the lack of sehool
facilities in Mt. Lawley and the adjacent
territory. It is probably known to metro-
politan members, and possibly to some coun-
try members, that in the Mt. Lawloy-North
Perth terrifory are large numbers of children
of tender age who are compelled, through
lack of these facilities, to travel to the
Angove-street (North Perth) and Inglewood
schools, both of which are at such a distance
from the locality referred to as to bhe highly
undesirable in the interests of the children.
T have already, in eonjanction with members
representing that distriet in another place,
submifted a petition which will be (ound
amply to support the advocacy T submit for
the provision of a school. Before leaving
the subject of the schools, may T point out
that some years ago a site was alloeated for
this purpose, and so it cannot be said that
the question of a site or the cost of a site
has been an obstacle to the provision of a
sehool. I would urge the speedingnp of the
provision of bulk handling facilities and of
installing greater facilities at the terminals.
Dairy products and kindred indnstries mmst
be given every possible consideration and
assistance. Side by side with rural develop-
ment, a similar policy must he adopted in
regard to the State’s secondary industries,
thus bringing abont a co-ordination of these
two factors in soeial organisation, the
primary producer and the industrialist. T
heartily endorse all that the member for
Perth (Mr. Needham) had to say in support
of the wonderful and commendable work
heing performed by the Bovy™ Employment
League, and its amply justified e¢laim for
considerably better finaneial assistance from
the Government. Another matter to which
T would brielly refer is the faet that for
many years the civil servantz bave been
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seeking better conditions. Those on the
lower-salary scale have good reason to feel
a sense of dissatisfaction; the salaries paid
are not reasonable and they are entitled to
improved conditions. Last session the Gov-
ernment brought down a Bill—the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act Amendment Aet—and
this Bill, T belicve, had the backing of all
members, with possibly one exception. The
service now find that although they expected
so much from this amending Bill, they are
unable to obtain that reasonable satisfac-
tion to which they are entitled. I suggest
that there should be a tribunal of three Com-
missioners—I know that with some this is
going to be an unpopular idea—whose duties
in this gonnection need not engage their full
time. Given this, and a sound seheme of
superannuation, the Civil Service of this
State would be of even greater value than
it is to-day. After listening to some of the
speeches in this House, and taking inte
account the turbulent period through which
not only we, but Amnstralia and the world
at large are passing, I trust that we shall
set ahout developing s better national con-
science. The grim realities of poverty and
distress have eculminated in inealeulable harm
to the morale of our national life. The
after-effects will be suffered for a greater
period than can be estimated, and I theve-
fore feel that some definite reform must
eventually come, or even greater hardship
may overfake us. The position of relief
workers of the State has been discussed at
great length and while, for the moment, I
am not associating myself with what has
heen said either for or against, I am primar-
ily and wholly concerned with the actual
position in which the relief workers and the
distressed farmers of this State find them-
selves, 1 feel that, as a representafive of
one clectorate which I regret to say is very
directly affected in this connection, it is my
duty to make a reasonable and sound econ-
tribhution in order to try and assist in, al
any rate, ameliorating the position in which
these people find themselves, and which has
a very material bearing upon the prosper-
ity, or otherwise, not only of the immediate
community in which they reside, but of the
whole State. I say qunite fearlessly that,
while we did last night have a speech
from the Minister for Emplovment out-
lining certain proposals, surely we are en-
titled to what I might term a better clari-
fication of the position which exists? Surely
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it is fair to ask the Government to enlichten
us as to what the plan is which ther have
in mind, and which I understand they pro-
pose to inaugunrate in October, aiming, I
presume, at full-time employment?  The
plight of distressed producers and relief
workers justifies the fullest co-operation,
irrespective of party, in a genuine effort to
at least alleviate the present condittons. Con-
fidenee must be our dominating quality. We
must rise ahove any demoralising tendency
of doubt, we mnst return to a sound optim-
ism based on never-failing eonfidence in the
future of cur State. We must vitalise this
spirit and make it a permaneni torch, in-
spiring confidence in the future, not only
of the State but also in the individual lives
of our citizens. Finally, I urge that the pre-
vailing conditions call for an absolute £rank-
ness by the Government from time o time
as to their proposals to deal with the many
problems confronting the State, and an equal
readiness by those in opposition ungrude-
ingly to give their support to any definite
project shown to he in the best interests of
all, and not to any particular class or section
alone. By the pursuance of this very clear
duty on our part, we shall merit the good-
will and confidence of all, which, I suggest,
is our inviolable trust.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[8.15]: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON: I regret that
the Government should have seen fit to
use their brutal majority—

Mr. Marshall: The only majority we have
is in hospital.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : —against such
a friendly eritic as T have always been. If
you would not regard it as tedious repeti-
tion, Mr. Speaker, I would like to join the
other hon. members who have offered their
congratulations te you on your re-election
to the Speaker’s Chair, and may I express
the hope that if, owing to the exigencies
of the political situation, your occupancy
of that Chair should be somewhat curtailed,
nevertheless it will be congenial. Members
on this side of the House, I know, will
do all they can to help you in the discharge
of those duties. May I also express my
regret at the illness of the Premier and
the ex-Premier, and voice the hope that
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they will speedily be restored to normal
health, T would also like to offer my con-
gratulations to two personal friends on their
elevation to Ministerial rank—the Minister
for Employment (Hon. A. R. . Hawke)
and the new Minister for Railways (Hon.
F. C. L. Smith). The speeck which was
pinced in Yis Exeellency’s mouth by the
(Government, and with whick he was pleased
to open this, the first session of the Six-’
teenth Parlinment of Western Australia,
was nierely a recital of the various fortu-
itous circumstances which have come to
the aid of the Government duxing the last
two or three years, cireumstances which
have, in varying degrees, been helpful to
the Giovernment and for which, apparently,
they take full eredit. It has been said that
if the Opposiiion could find anything to
criticise in sueh a nebulons document as the
Lieut.-Governor’s Speech, they would he
the ablest Opposition which had ever sat
on these benches. T do not intend to try.
The elections were beld last February and
T have heen searching in vain for some
reason why they were held then, unless it
was that the Government of the day did
not regard it as very likely that those
¢lectors mainly concerned with primary
production, who would then be husily en-
gaged in taking off their barvest, would
reeord such a heavy poll if the election were
held in February instead of at the end of
March or the beginning of April as usual.
No renson has hecn vouchsafed to us by the
Government, and it is difficult to find any.
The Government have heen returned to office
with o very considerably reduced majority
compared with the number of supporters
they had in the previous Parlinment. This
has been due in a great measure to the in-
human preference policy they placed before
the people. This paoliey provided that there
should he no Government sustenance or Gov-
ernment employment unless the individuat
concerned was prepared (o contribute
towards the funds of some pelitical union,
approved of by the Government nr Trades
Hall.

Mr. Sieeman: The primary producers are
doing that now.

Mr. Tdoney: Where did vou learn that?

Mon. I'. . FERGUSON: That poliey did
not meet with the approval of the electors.
T sugwest that if there is another election in
the near future, that particular plank of the
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Government’s platform would not be placed
prominently before the electors, but would
be kept religionsly in the background.

Mr. Wilson: Nonsense!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Those who are
vitally coneerned in the welfare of the State
are considerably perturbed at the disastrous
season that is evident in some portions of
the State. In the pastoral areas the squat-
ters are in the midst of the worst drought
they have ever known,

The Minister for Agriculture: I think it
is the very worst.

Hon. P, ). FERGUSON: I think it i3 the
worst they have ever experienced in the pas-
toral arcas. That would certainly apply to
the Murchison ceountry, even if it did not
apply to the North-West. Those engrawed in
the pastoral industry in the areas I refer to
will need to receive very eareful considera-
tion at the hands of the Government. It
will tax the resources of Western Australin
te the untmost to assist these pastoralists
who cannot build up their flocks under
present conditions,  In many instances the
carrying capacity of the holdings has been
decreased by more than 50 per cent. Tt will
be a difficult problem, when there is no possi-
bility of sceuring stock from outside sourees,
to cnable those penple to build up their
flocks again. The flocks will have to be
huilt up from the few remnining stock found
on the various propertios, and that will
naturally take a long time. Any requests
that arc placed before the Government by
the pastoralists should receive very sym-
pathetie eonsideration.

The Minister for Agriculture: You do not
doubt that.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: In the agricui-
tural areus the seasen, although starting late,
has given some promise of heing fairly
satistactory. The crops of wheat and oats
are looking fairly well. "We are, however,
on the verge of 3 precipice and unless we
get very copious rains during the next few
weeks the erops in many distriets will he a
total Failure. Tf that failure comes, par-
ticularty in the north-eastern seetion of the
wheat helt where there were such disastrous
erop failures last year, what is going to hap-
pen to the scttlers there? Tn the ordinary
course of events we have no right to expeet
heavy rains in those distriets during Septem-
ber. The average September dnes not give
promise of n heavy rainfall, and without
such rainfull the crops there will he very
light. In my own district the rainfall to
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date is exactly 50 per eent. of the average.
The worst feature is that although the
earlier sown ecrops are reasonably sure of
vielding well, in distriets that are carrying
considerable guantities of stock there are no
water supplies for the ensuing summer. Not
only is there no reserve of moisture in the
subsoil to stand to the crops and the feed if
we get a week or two of dry hot weather,
but there is no water in the doms to provide
for the stoek throughout the long summer
months. 1 believe the Railway Department
wiil he very severely tested. 1t was difficult
to arrange water supplies in one north-
castern distriet last vear in the wheai belt
owing to the drv season. 1f this sort of
thing is roing to happen over 50 per cent.
of the State during next summer, the Gov-
ernment will have to give serious eonsidera-
tion to the requirements of our farmers and
vesidents in those distriets in the matter of
water supplies,

My, Doney: A lot of the big public dams
contain only one-tenth of the amount of
water that is cnstomary for this time of
the year.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Many of the
dams on farms have not as wmueh water in
them. The Government Statistieian esti-
mates that the crop this year will e be.
tween 28 and 29 million hushels. He
would be a beld man who would forecast
the harvest for the ewrrent year. Every-
thing will depend upon the next few weeks.
That whieh has gone by in the last few
months has ne bearing on the matter, The
yuestion of finance enters largely into all
operations of the Government. During the
discussion on the Address-in-reply last ses-
sion I placed before the House cevtain fig-
nres dealing with the finaneial resources
of the present Govermment, and compared
them with thase of the previous (lovern-
ment. The fizures were vigorously chal-
lenged hy way of interjection by the then
Premicr. He assured the House that when
he replied he would tear them to pieces and
indieated, by way of interjection, that they
were absolutely wrong and incorrect, and
that I did not understand them. At that
time I had the figures for the threc years
of the previous Government, and for the
two years of the Collier Government, and
T was compelled to take the Treasurer’s
estimate for the third year. The fignres
for the third year are now available. By
adding together the expenditure under the
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loan account and the rvevenue account, I
find that a sum of £11,418,000 is the aver-
age amount that the Mitehell-Latham Gov-
ernment had available to spend cach ycar.
During the three years of their office the
Collier Government had available for ex-
penditure £12,241,000 annually. That is
an increase of £823,000 in exeess of the
amount available for expenditure, as an
average over the three years, compared with
the amount that the previonus Government
had to spend in their three years of office.
If we add to that £823,000 the sum of
£114,000, which was the net average annual
increase in the amdunt reeeived from the
Federal Government by way of special
grants, and which did uot appear on the
Estimates, and the sum of £117,000 repre-
senting the additional receipts from the
petrol tax, it will be seen that the total is
almost exaetly £1,000,000 more than the
Mitchell-Latham Government had to spend.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is per annum,

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: Yes. That in-
cludes the expenditure under loan and rev-
enue acconnts, and represents in round fig-
ures £1,000,000. That is just about the
amount I mentioned that the Government
had available for expenditure in excess of
the sum the previous Government had.

Mr Tonkin: How was it that the credit
of your Government was so low?

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: My reply to
that interjection is that the percentage of
reduction in loan made available for expen-
diture in Western Australia was exactly
on the same basis as the reduction for every
other State of the Commonwealth. The
eredit of Western Ausbralia in the time of
the Mitehell Government staod no lower than
it had stood during the life of any ather
Government of this State.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt was hetter than
South Australia’s eredit under a Tabour
Premier.

Hon. P. D, FERGUROXN: The member
for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin)
knows very well that the amounts of loan,
are fixed by the Loan Counecil. und that the
applications of the various State Govern-
ments are considered by that Couneil. The
reductions made were practically the same
in every State. The hon. member knows
that duaring the period of the Mitchell-
Latham CGovermmment we were in the throes
of the worst depression Australin has ever
expericnced. He also knnws that soon after
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the Mitchell-Latham Government went out of
offien there was a gradual increase in both
revenue and loan expenditure in every State
of the Commonwealth.

AMr. Tonkin: Your party fought the elee-
tion on the erv that you conld borrow more
money than the previous Labour Govern-
ment.

Hon. . D. FERGUSON: The present
Government have finished up the financial
year with a surplus of £80,000 ¢dd. While
I consider that surplus a matier for con-
gratulation so far as Western Australia is
concerned, as the Government have more
availahie in the way of loan funds and rev-
ennte, nevertheless T am nol in a position to
agree with the Leader of the Opposition and
those who have showered congratnlations on
the present Government beeanse of the fact
that they show this surplus. I personally
would be inclined to give the Government
more credit had they expended that surplus
in the direction of assisting those of our
wezlth producers who are labouring under
a load of debt, and who might with a little
further nssistance have heen able to earry
ont their avacations with some slight degree
of profit to themselves. We hear a great
deal ahont inereasing the purchasing power
of the people. We hear it not only in this
Chamber, but outside as well. T would sug-
gest that one of the ways in which we might
incrense the spending power of onr people
would he to increase the earming capacity
of those who are mainly responsible for the
production of the wealth on which the
430,000 people in this State live. Tt has been
mentioned that the primary prodoecers of
Western Australia have been responsible for
exporting  from this State more than
£90,000,000 worth of primary products.
Fyery man, woman, and child in this State
has lived on that sum of £90,000.000. Yet
duting the last six years, at anv rate. those
who have been mainly responsible for the
prodaction of that wealth have heen work-
ing without any profit at all. Tt would have
been more to the eredit of the Government
had thev come to this House and said, “\We
have ne surplus this year. Wp have ex
pended an additional £100,000-—nr £200,000
—to as#ist that section of the rommunity
which is responsihle for the produetion of
the wealth upon which we all snbsist.” Tf
members on the Government «ide of the
Chamber are anxious to impress the
country with their fair-mindedness, I sug-
gest thex do not do it by trying to make
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political capital out of the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition on the Supply
Bill. T have heard numerous comments gut-
side this Chumber on what the Leader of
the Opposition said on the subjeet of un-
authorised expenditure, Attempts have been
made to create political capital out of the
fact that the Leader of the Opposition
offcred some eriticism of unauthorised ex-
penditure during the debate on the Supply
Bill It has been stated on the aunthority
of members of this Mouse that the hon.
gentleman opposed the purchase of an addi-
tional State steamer. I suggest to Govern-
ment supporters that notwithstanding their
enthusiasm they should not endeavour to ob-
tain political kudos in that direction,
because it will hring no eredit to them in
the long run. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion never ¢riticised the purchase of a State
steamer. With other members of his party,
particalarly those of us who have had the
privilege of visiting the North-West, he
knows very well that the people there re-
gard State steamers in somewhat the same
light as our agriculturists regard the Siate
railways. Living on the only privately-
owned railway in Western Australia, T know
full well the value of State railways. I be-
lieve that the Opposition would be prepared
to assist the Government in the purchase
of this necessary ship for the North-West.
There is no reason why the Government
should not purchase it; but J suggest that
there was no hlackguard hurry fo rush
into the expenditure, and that it would have
been fitting for the Government to ve-
fer the gnestion of expenditure to Parlia-
ment first. The same thing applies to the
trolley buses. Baeked by the Minister for
Alines, the member for Canning (Mr. Cross),
who is nothing if he is nof enthusiastie in
the support of his ealling, assured uvs that
the previous Governmment had done just
about the same thing in connection with
the purchase of similar vehicles. I have
here the very “Hansard’’ from which the
hon. member quoted to prove his ease, and
now I would like to read two or three pas-
sages from it. I quote from “Hansard”’ of
November, 1932, page 2066:—
Ttem—Tramways, Perth Electric, £20,00¢:

Hon. A. McCallum: Will the Minister ox-
plain what is included in this item?

The Minister for Railways (Hon. J. Sead-
dan): The expenditure is largely for the com-
pletion of some bogey cars that were partly
constructed. We thought it would be wetl to
complete them and get them out of the wny.

[ASSEMBLY.]

TUnfortunately we have had to adhere to the
old type because of the difficulty of introducing
a new type. As there were ouly five bogeys to
be completed, we thought it better to complete
them. The balance is to provide trolley buses
in lieu of re-laying the tram track along EKen-
sington-street.

Mr. Cross: But the buses had been ordered
prior to that date.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: They had not.

The Minister for Mines: From what date
are you quoting?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: From the de-
bate on the Estimates, November, 1932,

The Minister for Mines: In June of 1932
the Minister told the publie, throngh the
“West Anstralian,” that the buses had been
ordered.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX : The report con-
tinues :—

I have alrendy explained that the cost of
taking up the old rails and laying vew onus
to run the same service and carn the same rev.
enue would be approximately the same as the
cost of providing trolley buses over an ecx-
tended route.

That will not apply at Claremont. That is
an enfirely different thing.

Hon, C. ¢ Latham: The Government have
shifted the rails there.

ITon. P. D. FERGUSON: There is abso-
lutely no necessity to place trolley buses
on the Claremont route. The member for
the district, who, I take it, jusl after ant
glection ean fairly claim to represent the
public opinion of the distriet, states defin-
itely that the people there do not want the
buses.  ‘Those vehicles are about to be
foisted on to the people of Claremont by
the Government. And for what reason?

Mr. North: I mean, provided the re-
strictions on the buscs arve lifted, of eourse.

Hon. I, D. FERGUSON: That goes with-
out saying. What is the usc of any Gov-
crnment forcing people to have a facility
that they do not want? What is the wuse
of the Government spending £80,000 odd
to provide a faeility that somcbody else
is quite willing and ready to provide, a
facility which will mneet all the requivements
of the distriet?

Several members interjected

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : It is a remark-
able thing that when the member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes) was on his feet the
other evening, every memher on the Gov-
ernment side of the House was as mute as
ithe proverbial mouse. When somebody else
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gets up to speak, members opposite con-
tinue with their interjections and will not
allow him to proceed. The organised sil-
ence that we heard the other evening did
credit o the discipline of the Government.
If the Government have this money avail-
able for expenditure, surely there is a
greater, more national, and more useful
purpose to which it could he devoted.

Mr., Sleeman: Yes; the Fremantle bridge,
of course.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: There are in-
finitely more useful services to which the
money could be applied than the con-
struction of that bridge. I admit that the
provision of a new bridge at Fremantle
would be infinitely preferable to the trolley
buses for Claremont,

Mr. Doney: Of course.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: The Claremont
people are well enough off to pay for their
own transport facilities, and there is no
necessity for the Government to make pro-
vision for them. A greater permanent re-
turn would acerne to the State if the ex-
penditure of this and other money were
devoted to the further development of the
agricultural areas in the direetion of pro-
viding water supplies, roads, schools and
faeilities of all descriptions, together with
a reduction of costs that would enable the
producers to have a reasonable chance of
showing a profit on their operations. If
that were done, the benefit to the State
would be infinitely greater in the long run
than will result from the expenditure on the
Claremont trolley buses.

My. Warner: And the State will always
have the asset.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: The farming
comnlunity require a lot of money for the
purchase of plant and reconditioning of
their present plant. Their horses are old
and worn out; their machines are deerepid
and incapable of performing the work re-
quired of them. Any Government who
have a penny to spare would he well ad-
vised, particularly at this juncture, to
spend all they can spare, and all they can
can raise by way of loan, in the country
districts in order to bring about, in some
measure, the rehabilitation of a seetion of
the eommunity unfortunately unable to help
themselves just now. Why thrust faeilities
upon a suburban area where they are not
required, particularly at a time when the
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rural districts are erying out for develop-
ment in various directions? I suppose the
greatest problem Western Anustralia and
Australia as a whole, have to face is that
of rural rehabilitation. I have always had

‘considerable faith in Government boards

and State instrumentalities, but I confess

to a feeling of disappointment with the

results of the efforts of the Stante Rural

Relief Trustees. I do not desire unm-
duly to blame the trustees for the
small measure of sueeess that has

attended their efforts. In my opinion, three
very capahle men were chosen by the Gov-
ernment to disecharge these onerous duties,
but it is impossible for them to achieve any
ereat measure of success in view of the legis-
lation under which they are operating.
Until the Rural Relief Fund Act is amended,
the very best will not be dene in the inierests
of the farmers who have to be rehabilitated. .
That cannot be done until the Government
introduce a measure for that purpose, or a
private member does so. Unless the trustees
are in a position to deal with secured, as
well as unsecured, liabilities of the farmers,
the latter will not get the full measure of
justice that they have a right fo expeet as
a result of the fund made available for their
benefit by the Commonwealth Government.
I know there is a certain volume of opinion
opposed to tinkering with secured debts, but
for the life of me T eannot see very much
difference hetween a secured debt that any
farmer has given toe a Bank, some other
finaneial institution, or to some private in-
dividual, in respeet of which he has put his
signature to the mortgage document, and
another debt that bas been incurred to the
local storekecper to whom one's word has
been given that the debt will be paid.

Ar. Warner: There is no difference at all,

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: In the mind of
any decent individual, there could be no
difference.

Mr. Doney: Morally the debts are on the
same basis.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Yes, and if I
borrow £1,000 from a bank and give the in-
stitution my farm as seeurity, and I owe the
local grocer for a pound of tea or a pound
of sugar, there is an equal moral obligation
upon me to discharge both debis. So it
should be in respect of any sssistance ren-
dered the farmers from the Commonwealth
fund that is being distributed by the State
instrumentality. The three capzble men who



316

have heen appcinted by the State to aet in
that capacity know how to discharge their
duties, but they cannot do so fo the fullest
extent unless they are provided with legisla-
tive powers that will enable them to do the
job properly. Let me quote two para-
graphs from the rveport of the Rural Relief
Trustees that was tabled recently by the
Minister, The trustees report—
Associated banks and other finaneinl institn.
tions have exhibited a reloctance to write off
any mortgage debts, but latterly a few small
second mortgages have been bLought out on a
low composition basis, while in others a re
duced rate of interest will be charged on o
lesser amount than the total debt, the balance,
probably representing accumulated arrears,
being set aside for the time being, In a few
eases banks have agreed to forego interest for
a period, any surplus proeceds, after current
seasons costs have been met, to be eredited to
the overdraft account. This method does nof
neeessarily mean ultimate relief to the farmers
. from the heavy loading represented by the
total debt, and at the moment there is the
speetacle of many Agricultural Bank clients
obtaining relief, while in the same district
farmers in similar cireumstances but mortgaged
to other institutions, obtain no relief from
their mortgage debts. The sccurity of a first
mortgagee cannot be written down without his
vensent, and eften the amount of the sccound
mortgage is toc great, if the mortgagee regis-
ters an adverse vote, to permit the required
four-fifths majority to render a1 seheme bind-
ing on all ereditors including the second mort-

gagee.
There we have it clearly stated Dby the
trusteces that unless they arve given ample
power to deal with secured debts, they can-
not do a fair thing with the money available
af their command.

Mr. Warner: We nust endeavour fo get
them that power.

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: 1 hope Parha-
ment will see fit to provide that power for
the trustees, not only over secured debis as
well as unsecured debts, but to provide for
a simple majority of ereditors instend of the
necessity For obtaining the requisite  four-
fitths majority as at present. I know this
legislation was largely of an experimental
nature, and we did not know exactly what
to do with it. Had the Government of the
day been prepared fo aceept the advice of
practieal Carmers on the Opposition side of
the House, the Aet wonld have been far
more workable than it is to-day. We will
forgive the Government for that if they will
take the necessary steps even at this late
stage to amend the Aet in the direetion T
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have suggested. The Rural Relief Trustees,
in their report, further stated—

Bection 6 of the Act empowers the trustees
to suspend any debt or portion of amy debt,
if a farmer fails to obtain an cffective resolu-
tion of creditors in favour of the scheme of ad-
justment submitted, but thg trustees find that
the utilisation of the suspension clause would
in many instances militate against the farmer
himself, as the policy of associated banks is
apparently to stop advances if a farmer’s ap-
plication brings 2 bank’s secured account
within the scope of any proposal for general
debt adjustment. For this reason a few farmers
have withdrawn their applications. Much as the
trustees would like to utilise the fund for the
adjustment of debts other than the mortgaped
debts, smeh a eourse is diffieult if the re-
maining debt obviously represents serious
over-capitalisation, The latter position is, of
course, cased somewhat if the bank concerned
is providing scasonal assistance for the cantinu-
ance of farming operations.

I would like to draw the attention of the
House to one sentence in pavtieular. That
sentenee is: “For this reason a few farmers
have withdrawn their application.” I kuow
of a few farmers who have not been game to
snbmit their applications to have their lia-
bilities reconditioned for the reason the
trustees publish in their report. Side by
side, as they say, vith Agriecultural Bank
clients whom the State has written down to
a reasonable degree, we have Associated
Banks and insurance companies’ elients who
are entitled to just the same treatment as
the elients of the State institution, yet they
are hot able to participate in the distribution
of these funds which have been made avail-
able for the assistanee of agriculturists gen-
erally. Tt seems to e the time has arrived
when something should bhe done, and I do
commend to the Government that they should
c¢re long introduce into the House a Bill
drafted on the lines T have indicated, We
know that some of the money that has been
made available by (he Commonwealth Gov-
ernment hag heen extended in different dir-
cctions for the assistance of our wheat-
growers, a sum that was made available for
distribution amongst the wheatgrowers and
known as the wheat bounty. In most of
the States concerned there has been distri-
Luted this bounty at the rate of 3s. 3d. per
acre, but in Western Australia the distribu-
tion has heen only on the basis of 1s. 10d.
per acre. And the State Government are
responsible for that. I grant that £161,000
of the money has been earmarked for neees-
sitous farmers. But if the Governments in
the Eastern States can provide for their
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necessitous farmers and pay the full 3s, 3d.
per acre, why is it not possible for the
Government of Western Australia similarly
to treat their wheaigrowers, giving them the
whole of the Commonwealth grant and
themselves making provision for the
£161,000, or whatever the amount that was
recjuired for the relief of distressed and
necessitous farmers., The Deputy Premier
the other night submitted a long list of
fizures representing what this Government
had done for our farming community, I
venture to say he would have been fairer
in his remark that no other section of the
community was so liberally treated, if he
had said that the whole of this money was
debited to the farmer, and that the farmer
would eventually be ecalled wpon to pay it
back, and that a lot of it had been charged
up to the farmer at from 5 per cent. to 7
per eent. per annum. Of course the farmer
is not paying that interest; no one can pay
intevest with wheat at low prices over
s0 long a period; but the interest goes
on to the account books and will
have to be paid when conditions improve.
It is of no use the Giovernment saying we
have done all this for the farmer; as a
matter ot faet, we have done it, not for
the farmer, but for the State, because
through the farmer the State is going to
reap the hencfit. Who is going to con-
tribute that wealth which the eommumty
of the State absolutely lives upon, if the
farmer goes out of existence? We have
2,000 or 3,M00 abandoned Agrienlfural
Bank farms at the present time, and we
do not want any more of them. The
sooner fthe Government and the people
realise  that immediately the agrieul-
turist who 15 on his own farm at present
is brought into a reasonably profitable posi-
tion, the other abandoned farms will be
taken up and nsed for productivity for the
benefit of the State as a whole. But not
until those persons occupying farms find
their farms are profitable, will the aban-
doned farms he made profitable. It is time
the Minister for T.ands told the people of
the State, not, as he said the other night,
that we are doing these things for the far-
mer, hut let the people understand defin-
itely that we are helping the farmer be-
cause we want the farmer to help Western
Australin. Tf the Minister would do that,
and do it in unequivocal terms, the people
of the State, particularly those in the met-
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ropolitan area, might be inclined to sit
up and take & little notice. At present
they do not appreciate the difficulties of
the farmer at all; there is an almost total
lack of appreciation of the difficulties the
farmer is up against, a total lack of appre-
ciation by most of the other sections of
the community. Until there is general rea-
lisation of that fact, it will not be in the
hest interests of Western Australia. The
decigion of the Privy Couuncil in connee-
tion with the dried fruits case is one that
i5 fraught with eveat importance to our
primary producers. There has risen up
during recent vears a concensus of opinion
that the primary producers of Australia—
and T am mainly concerned with those of
Western Australin—were not able to get
an adequate return for their Iabour unless
the people ol the State were prepared to
contribute a larger amount than was re-
turned to our producers by the export of
their ecommodities overseas—a contribution
in the way of a home consumption price
for the commeodities consumed within Aus-
tralia. By virtue of the settled national
pelicy of Australia our producers were
eompelled to pay an enhanced price for
everything they had to purchase, and the
people of the Commonwealth were gradu-
allv coming to a realisation of the fact
that it was their duty to assist the farmer.
The Commonwealth and the various States
concerned institated certain legislation to
assist the farmer in this direction, but ow-
ing to the Privy Couneil decision that legis-
lation has had to go by the hoard. I am
hopeful that the Commonwealih and the
States interested will be able to come to
some satisfactory arrangement with each
other by which this legislation will not be
jettisoned. I wish to tell the House and the
country that some zuch arrangement must
he made to earry on the good work that
was inaugurated by the passing of that
legislation, the value of which has been
exemplified in connection with our dried
fruit industry, which was absolutely down-
and-out until its products were marketed un-
der statute. As the result of the operations
of that legislation, our dried fruit industry
has been placed on a very satisfactory
basis. I had hoped to see that legislation
extended, but, owing to the decision of
the Privy Conncii, that wonld now appear
to be impossible. However, I hope the
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Minister for Agriculture, who I know is
interested in this matter, and other Min-
isters for Agrieulture throughout Australin
will be able to evolve some scheme by
which the legislation already on the statute-
books of certain of the States and the
Commonwealth will bhe continued. 1
want to make a brief reference to the lack
of agrienltural education in this State. This
is a State wainly or almoest wholly of pri-
mary production, but with the exeeption of
the agricultural eduecation which is provided
at the Muresk Agricultural College, at the
Narrogin School of Agriculture aud at our
various State farms, very little is being done
by the country as a whole to provide for
that very necessary agrieultural edueation.
We are spending a lot of money in the edu-
cation of artisans, of all sorts of profes-
sional people, in domestic sciences and that
kind of thing, and yet we are not doing
enough to provide the education that is
ideally suited for those people who will
eventually have to take up an agricultural
career. This applies particularly to our
University. The State is finding o lot of
money for the University; £30,000 odd per
annum is the amount, I think. The Statd
through the various Governments has been
very good to the University in the provision
of valuable endowment land and in other
ways, but little in the way of agricultural
edncation is being given at the University.
T should like fo suggest to the Minister for
Agriculture, who I know is keenly inferested
in this matter, becanse he himself was a
student of an agricultural college, that he
should make inquiries from the Universifty
as to how mueh of the State’s £31,000 is
being spent on agrienltural education. I be-
lieve that it is little or nothing at all, and
that the expenditure on agricultural educa-
tion at the University comes mainly from
s private bequest. It is up to the State
to say that, if all this money is to be found
for the University, we have 2 right to ex-
pect that some of it will be expended on
agricultnral education.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are
aware that that was the chair specifically
mentioned in the bequest.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : Undoubtedly it
was a private hequest.

Mr. Patrick: Look at the buildings which
the agricaltnral students are ocenpying as
compsred with the others.
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The Minister for Agricuiture: That is not
the fault of the University authorities.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: 1 think it was
W. E. Gladstone who suid that the currency
problem bad produced more maniacs than
disappointed love. The guestion of cur-
rency is one that is ocecupying the attention
of thoughtful men, not only in Australia,
but in every other country. There has been
a definite swing in faveur of some change
in our monetary poliey. Just how far this
affects the State Parliament, I have not heen
able to impress upon those who bave dis-
cussed the matter with me. I have pointed
ouf that, except in an abstract way, the
question will probably never be discussed
in the State Parliament again. It is a mat-
fer for the Federal arena. As the Federal
Government, who would be mainly respons-
ible for activities such as these, have done
something in the way of starting an investi-
gation into the whole problem, I think the
people of Western Aunstralia should be satis-
fied to await the findings of the Royal Com-
mission and see what they have to place be-
fore us. I want to vefer briefly to the ques-
tion of bulk handling and the necessity for
the provision at a very early date of ter-
minal facilities at various ports.  There
seems no desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to proceed at other than a snail’s paee
with the provision of those facilities. It is
well known that quite a long time will be
required to erect adequate terminal faeilities
at ports such as Fremantle and Geraldton,
and if those facilities are going to he of
the orthodox type—concrete silos—and I
presume they will be, it is likely to be a
year or two beforc they are provided. In
the meantime, the lack of those facilities
is absolutely preventing the wheatgrowers
of the State from taking advantage of the
bulk handling facilities which are being pro-
vided throughout the eountry districts be-
cause of the inereased handling necessary at
the ports. Unless we are going to get a
start with the terminal facilities at an early
date, I ventnre to say that still another
harvest will go by and our farmers will
nol be able to get the full benes
fit of the cxpenditure that is being
made in the country areas. T mnotice
that duoring recent wecks arrangements
have been made by Co-operative Bulk Hand-
ling Ltd. with the Midland Railway Com-
pany for the provision of bulk handling
faeilities on that line. T wonld like to ask
the Minister the terms under which the
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arrangement has been made with the Jid-
land Railway Company to charge a flat rate
of 1s. 6d. per ton surcharge on all bulk
wheat earried over the Midland railway. In
my opinion that is altogether an unjust
charge, dnd the Government are tu
blame because they set a bad example to
a privately-owned company by imposing a
surcharge of 9d. per ton on bulk wheat car-
ried over the Sfate railways. Bulk wheat
carried over the AMidland railway will have
to go to a port, cither Fremantle or Gerald-
ton, and in process of reaching that port, it
will have to traverse a section of Govern-
ment railway. I want to know whether
the wheatgrower on the Midland line is to
be slngged for the 1s. 6d. and the 94.; is he
going to he charged 2s. 3d. per ton? If he
is. the value of the bulk handling facilities
will be largely reduced.

Mr. Sleeman: How do vyon like private
enterprise now?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON': Private enter-
prise would never have charged the 1s Gd.
per ton had the Government not set a bad
example at the behest of the Commissioner
of Raiiways and charged the extra 9d. a ton.
Qurs is the first Goverminent in ihe world to
charge more treight on bulk wheat than on
bagzed wheat, and they set the example fo
the only privately-owned railway systenn in
the State, who immediately followed suit and
doubled the rate,

Mr. Fox: Can you give any reason why
theyv should not have made an extra charge?

Hon, P. . FERGUSON: The reasen has
been so apparent to the Government of
every other country where bulk handling
facilities have been installed that it ougzht to
be apparent even to the intelligence of the
menmber for South Fremantle. Will the Gov-
ernment take up this matter and see that the
wheatgrowers on the Midland Railway are
not slugged for both those charges? To
suggest charging both would be an iniquitous
proposal. I would hardly think the Minister
for Railways would allow the Commissioner
to do such a thing, but there seems to he an
atmosphere of doubt in the minds of the
wheatgrowers on the Midland line, and I
and they wounld appreeiate an expression
of the view of the Government as to what
the position will be.

The Minister for Mines: It would he all
right if we allowed the Midland Railway
Company to gef their 1s. 6d. and we took
nothing! We have no say in what they
charze.
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Hun. . . FERGUSON: The {iovern-
ment have no alternative. The Midland Rail-
way Coy. would not allow the installation of
bulk handling anless the surcharge had been
agreed Lo,

The Mimister for Mines: The Government
had no say.

Hou. P. D. FERGUSOXN : That is so. But
[ want an arrangement between the Govern-
ment and the Midland Railway similar to
that which opevates regarding the carriage
of other goods so that the amount will he
spread over the whole distance and both sar-
charges will not he imposed.

AMr. Sleeman: Did not the manager give
that evidence before the Royal Commission?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX : Yes; he said it
would cost him morve than the Government
charged. Bat he bas to pay all sorts of
taxation which the Government do not have
to pay.

The Minister for Mines: There is po rails
way company in the wovld that gets the
same consideration from the (lovernment as
the Midland Railway Co.

Hon. . D, FERGUSON : And there is no
railway in the world that has been set such
a horrible example as this company has heen
set by the Government.

Mr. Thorn: Quite right, and the Govern-
ment hand over their trains late and the
company have fo wake up the lost time.

My, SPEAKLER: Order!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I wish to refer
briefly to some of the pests with whieh the
agricultural community have to contend.

The Minister for Agriculture: Very oh-
vious now.

The Minister for Mines: To wit the Lord
Mayor, the manawer of the Midland Railway
Coy.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: During recent
years the fox menace has beeome a real trial
to the farming rommunity——

AMr. Sleeman: We have one here.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : —including the
sheep zrowers and lamb producers. Quite
recently the bonus for the destruetion of the
pest has been redueed from 5s. to 2s. 6d.

The Minister for Agriculture: You know
that the Verndin Advisory Board reecom-
mended ifs abolition.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Nothing of the sort.
We will have the papers produced.
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The Minister for Agriculture: You move
for their produetion. I wish yon would.

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: The Vermin
Advisory Board has not met for many
months.

The Minister for Agrienlture: I will show
you their recornmendation.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: There is a
great deal of supposition about that recom-
mendation. If there was one, was it for a
drop from 5s. {o 9s. or from 5s. to 2s. Gd.,
the figure at which is was fixed?

The Minister for Agriculture: Fromn 5s.
to total abolition.

Mr. Doney: When was the recommenda-
tion submitted?

My. SPEAKER: Qrder! The hon. mem-
ber can get that information by question.

The Minister for Agriculture: T wish you
would wmove for the produetion of the
papers.

Hon, C. G. Latham: I will do that to-
morrow 1f I ean.

Ifon. P. D). FERGUSON: There was no
necessity for a reduction, and none should
have been made. The fund for the pro-
vision of bonuses for the destruction of
dingoes, foxes and eagles is provided by a
vermin rate. Most of the dingoes on which
bonuses are paid come fromn the pastoral
areas, and foxes, from the agricultural areas.
Notwithstanding thai, we find that either
the board or the Minister has reduced the

rate on foxes, but not on dingoes. The
farmers canoot pay a higher rate. They

must either get more money from the fund
for bonuses on foxes, or the fund must be
supplemented in some other way, Fully
55 per cent. of the tax is paid by the
farmers, and only 36 per cent. is spent in
the farming areas. 1 shall be surprised if
the Minister can tell me that that is a fair
and equitable distribution of the money.
Within reason we have a right to expect that
the amount raised by the farmers wounld be
spent for their benefit, and that the amount
raised from fhe pastoralists would be spent
in the interests of the pastoralists, Neither
party would raise any ohjection if there
was a small percentage one way or the
other. When, however, 55 per cent. of the
total tax is provided by the farmers and
only 36 per cent. spent in their districts,
a re-allocation of the amount of the bonuses
becomes mecessary. I believe the Minister
and others will say that the farmers get the
benefit of the poisoning of dingoes in the
pastoral areas, and would ¢laim that if the
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animals were not poisoned there, they would
soon come into the farming areas. I have
heard that so often that I wonder anyone
has conrage to rquote it. It does not matter
to the farmer at Bencubbin, Bruee Rock or
some other similar part of the wheat belt
whether dingoes are poisoned at Lassetter’s
Reef or not.

The Minister Lor Agriculture: You will
be interesled in the file when you see if.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSBOX: I should like
to see it. We can then deside whether the
Ministey or the board is respensible for the
veduction. That redugtion has been made.
I sugzest to the Minister that he might bring
pressure to bear upon the board, if that
organisation is responsible, and have the
fox bonus put back to 5s.

The Minister for Agriculture: You know
the fund will be bankrupt.

Hon, P. . FERGUSON: The fund is
raised from the farmers and the pastoralists
who own over 160 acres of land. It is an
altogether inequitable aren to fix. Some
men may have sheep on less than 160 aeres,
and others with worve than 160 acres may
have no sheep. There is no virtue in the
area. The rate ouglt to be eolleeted from
svery acre, 1f only a quarter of an acre of
land. T shall be only too happy to assist
the Minister in that regard, and will do
all T can to belp him put through an amend-
ment to the Vermin Aet, to this end, namely,
to provide that all land within the State
shall be taxed for the provision of this fund.
If that is eontrary to the Government poliey,
it would be fair that the Government should
substdise this fund on the pound for pound
basis from revenue. It is conceivable that
the Government may be inclined not to tax
some other section of the community upon
which perhaps they depend more for politi-
eal support than they do the agricuitural
community. The farmers have by their own
efforts almost exterminated dingoes in the
agricultural aveas. Tt is wrong that they
gshould be called upon wholly and solely to
contribute to the fund, when the bulk of it is
spent in the destruetion of dingoes in areas
in whieh they, as farmers, are not particu-
larly concerned. I was very much inter-
ested in the statement made by the member
for Kalgoorlie {Mr. Styants) in the very
admirable speech he made when moving
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply. He referred to the prevalence of
the Bathurst burr on the goldfields, It is
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well known that this pest is probably the
worst of its kind in Australia, with the
possible exception of wild turnip. What
ave the Minister for Agriculture and his
officers doing to allow that statement te go
unchallenged if it is true?

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is true.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSONXN ; I1f so, what are
the ollicers of the department doing that
it should be true? When I was Minister
for Agriculture money was provided every
year to grub oui every plant of Bathurst
burr that could be found in the country.

The Minister for Agrieulture: One of the
troubles is that this was not done.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN : The money was
made available from the vote for the De-
partment of Agriculture to supplement the
payments to miners who were to do this
work. 1 am under the impression that
during my term of office 1 saw a report from
a responsible official in the avea indicating
that the work had been effectively done.
The hon. member said that Bathurst hury
abounded in the poldfields areas.

Mr. Styants: There are thickets of .

Hon. ¥'. D. FERGUSOXN: Will the Min-
isier take action at an early date so that
when the first rains reach Kalgoorlie—ifl
they ever come again—every plant that has
its head ahove ground is grubbed helore
seeding time? A good deal of stock passes
through the goldfields te the agrieultural
areas, and there is the grave danger of
the hurr being spread by means of that
stock. The burr sticks in the legs, the hair
and manes of horses. Occasionally sheep
come to Kalgoorlie from the other States
and pass on into the pastoral areas.

Mr, Styants: That is where it comes
trom.

Hen. P. D. FERGUSON: Yes. If is in
{algoorlie to-day, and we should prevent
it from going inte those distriefs where it
will do far more herm than it will on the
goldfields. Tt is a matfer of great import-
ance, and no stone should be left unturned
to bring about the complete eradication of
the pest. Another matter of tremendous
importance to us is the locust plague. We
tind it in vast areas in the nortH-eastern
district. It is a peculiar thing that the
pest shows itself in most districts in dry
seasons. 1 understand it does not thrive
in wet districts. According to reports of
road hoards in the north-eastern districts
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the pest Bus extended all over their dis-
tricts this year. I learn that the Govern-
ment Entomelogist attached to the Agri-
cultural Department has been through these
districts, made a partial inspection of the
infected areas, and put forward certain re-

commendations. But the Minister shonld
realise  that although the entomologist
wmay be capable of expressing an

opinivn  on the question—I believe e
is a thoreughly qualified official—neverthe-
less practical Farmers and members of the
lecal read Loards are definitely of opinion
that more should be done than is heing done
by the Agricultural Department, through lhe
entomnlagist, at the present time. 1 under-
stand they are poisoning strips arvound the
erops to proteet the crops. Just imngine
half a dozen settlers with about 40,000 acres
of abandoned Agricultnral Bank properties
all around them! Those abandoned wnro-
perties are the breeding ground of the
grasshoppers. What earthly hope have those
half dozen facmers of combating rhe pest?
The Minister for Agrviculture: Xo lope.
Hon, P. ) FERGUSOXN: They vould not
deal with it on their own properties, in view
of their evop failures last vear, Much less
could they deal with it on the 10,000 acres
of alundoned Agrieultural Bank properties
all avound them. Morcover, thiz is not an
individual farming matter at all. The State
should undertake the responsilility of deal-
ing with the pest, and should use the re-
sources of the State to that end.  Unless
the plague is arrested, it will devas(ate hund-
reds of thousands of acres, or millions of
aeres, in other parts of Western Australia,
The State eanuot afford to let ihe whole
countryside be ruined by the pest. We have
been tfold that
A bold peasantry, their country’a pride.
When once destroyed cin awever be sapplicd.
Tf the hold peasantry in tho=e agrieultural
distriets is woing to he destroyed, many vears
must pass before it can be supplied again.
This hrings me back to the statement I made
at the outset of my remarks, that all the
energies and resources of the State should
he applied in an eadeavour to make the
efforts of our primary producers profitable.
When they are made profitable, those aban-
doned Agrieultural Bank properties would
ngain he selected and be ufilised to pro-
duce the wealth that the State requires so
urezently. Unless those properties are going
to be utilised. they will naturally be ineed-



322

ing grounds for the various plagues and
pests [ have enumerated, and for others as
well. 8o I do hope the Government will
wake up to their responsibilities in the mat-
ter. While I am prepared to give Ministers
every credit for doing something at present,
I believe the country exzpects them to do'
more. This poisoning of a chain around
the erops will not be sufficient.

The Minister for Agrienlture: We realise
that.

Hon. P. I). FERGUSON: I am giad the
Minister realises it, but will he give an assur-
ance that the Government will go the whole
hog and do something to deal with the pest
on a large seale?

The Minister for Agrieulture: It is being
done now.

Houn. P. D. FERGUSON: It is not being
done. That is the trouble. The Minister
may think it is being done, but local advices
indieate that it is not being done.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are
not in possession of all the facts.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I am in pos-
session of facts furnished to me by the local
governing bodies in those areas. They ad-
vise that the Minister’s officials have been
there and have done good work, but not work
on a sufficiently wide scale. The last Par-
liament put through legislation dealing with
brands and droving, the main object, apart
from tightening up the legislation in gen-
eral, being to assist in the detection of sheep
stealing. T know of one or two instances
where the measure has had a beneficial effect
in that regard, as the Minister will be
pleased to hear; hut, still, not sufficient is
being done. As the Minister for Agricul-
ture is also Minister for Police, he may be
able to bring some pressure o hear on the
Commissioner of Police to induce him to get
his eonstables in country districts to devote
greater attention to the nefarious activities
of sheep stealers. I know that constables in
some of our country towns are not encour-
aged to get out into the agricultural areas
for the purpose of preventing sheep steal
ing. There is a proneness to remain in the
fowns. Where we have energetic young con-
stables anxious to apprehend sheep thieves,
every facility shonld be provided for them.
{et me give the Minister an insfance of
what happened recently. A constable in a
country district received a notification of a
sheep stealing ease which ocenrred 50 odd
miles from the local police station. He was
sent oul to apprehend the sheep stealer.
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It took him all day to get to the
locality on horseback. When he gof there,
his horse was knocked up and the man him-
self was worn out. The constable in ques-
tion has a motor ear, and by means of that
could have reached the locality in two honrs,
and probably would have securcd the thief,
As it was, the thief got away; the constable
spent a week there, knocking up his horse in
the proeess; and the cost to tie State, I
ventnre to say, was about twice as mueh as
it would have been had the constable nsed
his own motor car and heen paid the official
allowance of 6d. per mile applying in such
cases., Moreover, he wounld have been sue-
cessful in a motor ear, whereas he failed on
horsebacl,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Fancy chasing a
truck on horseback!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Yes, a truck
with a stavt of 50 miles. There is no likeli-
hood of constables in sueh distriets showing
much enthusiansin for the apprehension of
sheep thieves, if the constable hag to proceed
on horseback to make the arrest while the
sheep thief in a motor truck has a 50-mile
start.

My, Sampson: The Government are living
in the past century.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSON: I would like to
draw a comparison hetween what the Gov-
ernment spend on prosecuting some offend-
ers and what thev spend on coping with
sheep thieves. A little while ago 2 man was
arvested on a charge of murder, and after
several trials was acquitted. The Govern-
ment arrested him again and charged him,
at considerable cost, with having stolen some
diamond rings. That does not matter very
much. I want to see every wrongdoer
prosecuted. But immensely sgreater benefit
would have resulted to the community as a
whole had about 10 per cent. of the money
spent in those prosecutions been devoted to
the arrest and prosecution of sheep thieves.
The Minister for Agriculture is also Min-
ister for Education, and in the latter capa-
city he is to be complimented on the work of
his department. However, I also want to
draw his attention to the fact that his efforts,
and the cfforts of the Education Depart-
ment, are largely nullified by the activities
of another department. For many years I
have been trying to get the school at Miling,
in my electorate, removed into the town from
an out-of-the-way situation. The school was
erected many years ago in what was then
purely a rural distriet. The advent of rail-
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way facilities has cansed a town to spring
up around the railway terminus, some four
miles from the site of the present school.
For years I have been endeavouring to get
the school removed. A central site for
the schoel was offered to the Government
at a price of about £20 or £25. The Edu-
cation Department approved of the site as
being all right. The Town Planning Com-
missioner then eame along and said, ‘T am
not going to agree to the ervection of a
school on that site, whiech comprises only
214, acres, whereas a school site ought to
have five acres.’”” The present Labour Gov-
erminent, the previous non-Labour Govern-
ment, and all other Governments that 1
have known of in Western Australia, the
Public Works Department, the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner, and every right-think-
ing man and woman in Western Australia,
I believe, considers that a school in & coun-
try distriet should be erected on an area
of not less than five acres. We tried to
get five acres at Miling, and eould not, but
were able to secure 214 acres. Eventually
the Town Planning Commissioner was per-
suaded to give his approval to the ereetion
of the school on that site. What happened
then? Someone in the Treasury comes along
and frustrates the policy of the present
Government and of every other Western
Australian Government, saying, ‘“No: I
won’t find the money for the purchase of
tive acres.”’ The additional area could have
been bought for abont £25. Yet somcone
in the Treasury says, ““No, I am not pro-
viding £25: T am going to cut the site
down to a smaller area.’? '

Mr. Slecwan: Was it the Under-Trea-
surer?

Hon. . D. FERGUSON: Someone
should put the acid on the Under-Treasurer,
if he is responsible.

Hon. C. (. Latham: lLet him come here!

Hon. 1. D. FERGUSOXN: We won’t
let him come here. We don’t want him
here.

Hon, . (i. Latham: If he iz to have all
that power, he should he here.

Hon. P. D. FERGUBOXN: No State offi-
cial should be allowed to frustrate the
poliey of all the Governments ever known
in Western Australia, in the manner that
obtains at the present time. I have given
notice of my intention to move for the pro-
duction of that file, so I shall not deal with
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the matter further at this stage. Awuother
question affecting the Education Depart-
ment is the provision of wonitors in coun-
try schools. An existing regulation sets
out that unless there is an attendance of
30 ehildren maintained for six months, no
monitor will be provided at a sehool. An
ubterly impossible task is imposed on the
average teacher in our country schools
when he is asked to attempt to educate 29
children of ages varying from four to 16
years in the half-dozen classes under his
gontrol. Such a task iz unfair to the teacher
and to the scholars, T am not an expert edu-
cationist, but T assert that that is an impos-
sible task. Where there is a reasonable
prospect of an average attendance in the
vicinity of 30, the services of a monitor
should bLe provided. It is essential that
the children in the country disiriets shall
have ample educational facilities. They do
not enjoy facilities that are available for
the young folk in the metropolitan area,
but what facilities are provided should he
taken advantage of, and the Government
shounld make provision for the small addi-
tional expenditure involved im the salary
of a monitor. I ask the Minister to take
that matter up with the Director of Educa-
tion, with a view to having the regulation
amended. T do not want an arbitrary
number such as 30 to be provided for the
average attendanee at a sehool before the
provision for a monitor is made. There
might he an average attendance of 29 or 28
throughout the wyear, vet, under existing
conditions, no mnoniter ean he provided for
the school. In such eircumstances, the
teacher is not able to provide an ade-
quate educational training for the 29 ehil-
dren under his charge. Such a task is
beyond the power of the teacher of ordin-
arv intelligence, such as we have in our
country schools. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) advocated a
shorter working week. A move in that
direction might be practicable in certain
aetivities.

Mr. Hegney: You shonld praetice it to-
night.

Hon. P. ). FERGUSON: If I had a knife
with which to praetice on the hon. member,
I would make a good job of him.

Mr. SPEAKER.: The kon. member should
not make threats along those lines.
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Hon. I’ V. FERGUSON: That is not a
threat, Mr. Speaker, but merely a promise.
A week of 40 hours might be all right for
the employees engaged on the construction
ot public works, or for employees in fae-
tovies and in secondary industries, because
i those avenues the public always pay in
the long vun.  No doubt the member for
North-Bast Fremantle has given careful con-
sideration fo this matier, but 1 would peint
out to lim thit there is another side to the
question that the Parliaments of Australia
will have to take into very serious eonsidera-
tion hefore agreeing to the introduction of
the shorter working week, I would empha-
sise  the futility of the application of
that principle to the agricultural industry.
The great majority of our farms are one-
man farms, operated, from the standpoint
of cultivation, by one team. It is impossible
for o farmer to pet the best resnlts from
that one team and from the machinery he
operatey generally by that team, if he were
to work only #0 hours a week. We have
found that the farmer has not been able to
mitke &t living by working 80 hours a week
during rvecent years with the price of wheat
in the vieinity of 2s 6d. or 3s. a bushel
Wheat would have to be 5s. a bushel before
the farmer conld make a living from grow-
ing wheat if he were allowed to work his
man and his team for 40 hours only per
week,

Mr. Marshall: 1t is a pretty sad commen-
tary on the industry it our primary pro-
ducers and their workers are to be enslaved
for all time.

Hon. I, . FERGUSON: It is also a pity
that one section of the eommunity should he
onslaved in the interests of the rest of the
community. This is the first time I have
found myself in agrecment with the member
for Murchison.

Mr. Marshalt: He is enslaved because of
the rotten system under which we live,

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The working of
a farm wvaries very eonsiderably with the
individual, On some farms short hours are
worked, and on others long hours. T would
not like to give an estimate of the time
worked by the average farmer, but T know
it would be many hours per week in exeess
of 40. When we suggest introducing a 40-
hour week, we mnst ronsider the effeet it
will have on the main rural industry of
Ausiralia,

Mr. Warner: And evervthing centres on
that industry.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: Why should we
further ruin and deplete the avenues of pro-
fit from that industry by saying the farmer
shall not work more than 40 henrs a week?
In their struggle doring recent years fo
make a living, the farmers have largely
ruined their health; they have made older
men of themselves and older women of their
wives; they have worn our their horses and
plant; now they are asking for assistance
to renew their stock, and the Commoniealth
Goveroment have provided funds for the
rehabilitation of the industry. If we are te
take full advantage of that expenditure,
the only way is te assist in making the re-
turn from their operations reasonably pro-
fitable. If they cannot do it under existing
conditions, after th¢y have had, perforee,
te work themselves and their employees,
their horses and teams, more than 40 hours
a week, they simply ean net make a living
off the land if they are confined to the
40-hour week.

AMr. Marshall: They ave not making a liv-
g hy working 80 hours a weck and they
eould not do so if they worked 100 bours »
week.  The present system is rotten.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I listened with
deep regret to the eharges that were levelled
against the Crovernment by the member for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes) on Thursduy last.
It was n very great disappointment to me
that such serious charges could be ievelled
against any Government in my native State.
I was amazed at some of the statements
made by the hon, member and I suggest to
the Government that if they desire to ve-
trieve their reputativn they and their prede-
cessors had, the first thing they shonld do
would be to initiate some investigation to
prove to the public whether those charges
are true or false. I do not desire to say one
word more about the matter, except to assert
that the honour of the Parliament of this
State demands that some investigation shall

be made. I wish to refer to one statement
made by the member for South Fremantle
{Mr. Fox) who saul that the pen-
sions of puldic servants who had heen
retired just prior to the 1st Janu-
avy, 1936, had been fixed on their
salaries as at the date of retirement.

The Government of which I was a member
introduced the Financial Emergency Act,
and I can assure members that a lot of
trouble was taken to sce to it that no injus-
tice was imposed on civil servants and others



{3 Serreveer, 1936.]

cominz under that legislation. I wish to
read a small passage from the original Fin-
ancial Emergency Act to indicate to the
memher for South Fremantle that if some
civil servant friend ot his has had hix pen-
sion fixed on that basis he has had an injus-
tice perpetrated on him. Clause 8 of the
Act of 1931 deals with superannuation and
retiring allowances and earries a proviso,
part of which reads as follows:—
Provided that where any officer retires or
otherwise leaves the service during the apera-
tion of this Act, and is entitled cn sach relire-
ment or leaving to a superaunuation or retir--
ing allowance, sueh allow:nee shall be eateu-
lated in aceordance with the Aet ar regulation
under which it 15 granted, save and exeept that
such allowance shall not be culeniated n uny
event at an amount lower than the amount of
such allowance if it hud heen caleulated as on
the 30th day ot June, 1431
So if any civil servant has retived and had
his pension hased on the amount he was
receiving on the 30th December last, he has
had an injustice perpetrated on him, and
I venture to say the Government will readily
see to it that it is put right.

On motion hy Mr. Brockman. debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 9.12 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursdan, 3rd September, 1930,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CAVE HOUSE,
ACCOMMODATION.

Mr. SAMPSOXN asked the Premier: 1, In
order to enceurage and provide for visitors
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to the Cave districts of the South-West, will
he call for tenders for the leasing of Yal-
lingup, the ¢onditions to provide for in-
creased and suitable accommodation? 2, If
s0, when will tenders be called?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the Pre-
mier) replied: 1, No. 2, Answered by (1).

QUESTION—PERTH TECHNICAL
COLLEGE.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Have the Government given
any further consideration to the question of
providing additional accommodation at the
Perth Technieal ('ollege? 2, 1f so, what
deciston, if any, has bheen arrived at?

The MINTISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No decizion has yet heen
arrived aft.

QUESTION—RAILWAY
DRAUGHTSMEN.

Hon. N. KEENAN asked the Minister l'or
Railways: 1, ITave applications for two
dranghtsmen for carriage and wagon build-
ing at a salary of £300 a year been called,
by the Western Australiar Governmeni Rail-
wavs? 2, Ts le =afisfied of the neces-ity
to make such appointments? 3, Ts it in-
tended to reeeive applirations for the posi-
tions from outside Western Australia? 4,
Has it been the practice to promote em-
ployees from the engine or car shop inte
the dranghtsmen’s office to GIl any vacancies
in the staff caused by promotion or other-
wise? 3, If so, is it intended to depart from
this praetice in the pre<ent instance? 6, If
no person ab present in the employ of the
department i3 qualified to fill the positions,
will he consider the elaims of persons hold-
ing diplomas of engineering from the Tai-
versity of Western Australia in preference
to the applications of persons not residing
in Western Australia?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the Min-
ister for Railways) replied: 1, With the
object of building up the depleted locomn-
tive drawing office staff, applications were
recently called in both Anstralia and Eng-
land for three positions as wunder:—One
assistant engineer (lacomotive designing),
salary range £132-£457; one assistant engi-
neer (locomotive designing) , salary range
£382-£407; one assistant engineer (carriage
designing), salary range £382-£407. 2, The



